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- GORTHLECK REACHES NATIONAL PAPERS

= The Scotsman recently (23/12/99) cited Gorthleck as an example of a village where a 'land shortage (is) forcing Highlanders to
leave. A new alliance of Highland Council and major Highland housing associations has raised concerns over the govern-
ment’s recently proposed changes to the Housing Bill . The group accuses the government of betraying rural communities, that
it takes years to acquire land to build homes for local people and that proposed changes would allow existing housing trust ten-
ants to buy their homes. In Gorthleck the Scotsman claimed seven out of eight council houses have been sold and yet there are
six families waiting to be housed. Our Community Council has been discussing a proposal by the Highlands Small Communities
Housing Trust to purchase and create a land bank in the centre of Gorthleck. The Trust commissioned a feasibility study which
includes plans and costings for a 6-8 house development. The Trust has considerable expertise and can access funds to help
communities like ours to introduce affordable housing projects for those wanting to rent or build homes. Di Alexander of the
Housing Trust is keen to gauge local opinion and has asked the Community Council for feedback. However, Mr Alexander has
told the Boleskine Bulletin that unless there is interest from local people they will use their limited funds to help other communi-
ties. If you feel there is a need for this kind of provision, or you have any comment then contact the community council.

Fallen tree reveals graves.

Robin MacGregor of Garrogie Estate tells us of a fallen tree which resulted in a
visit by Historic Scotland to an old Pictish grave site at Compass in November of
last year. The roots of the old birch had exposed some of the stones. First recorded
in 1886 and thought to be a military camp of about 1725, it remained marked on
maps up until 1964 when the Ordnance Survey questioned its origin. By 1979 an-
other similar site had been identified in Garbeg, Drumnadochit. Neither site has
been excavated but each has been compared with a site in Angus which has been in-
vestigated and has revealed graves of several women. The three sites are thought to
date from 400-700 AD. The one at Compass is made up of approx. 14 structures of
various shapes and sizes of which 6 or 8 are thought to be graves. There is also a
corn kiln on the site. The fallen tree was removed, but the roots put back in place
and then turfed over. The hope is that the roots will rot away and so cause no fur-
ther damage. Historic Scotland has asked the estate permission to remove several
other trees of similar age which may well cause damage in the future. Hillary Han-
son of Historic Scotland who visited the site explains that there are many other his-
torical sites in the area and would be keen to assist any research taken out locally.
Apparently there is an old military shooting range up on the hill above the graves.

Turn to page 3 to find out who the little boy is!!

COOOOEOO0O
Frozen Fingers & Bulbs, Bulbs, Bulbs.

Frozen fingers were the result of frantic planting of daffodil bulbs during November. The ton of bulbs, costing in the
region of £300, was donated by the Rotary Club of Inverness, and distributed by Strathnairm man Colin Lamont, Bulbs
pad were planted at Foyers and Gorthleck schools, and at each of the communities of Errogie, Gorthleck, Whitebridge, Upper
& & Lower Foyers and Inverfarigaig . It was a daunting task but volunteers in each area braved the frozen weather. Check ’
out our efforts in the Spring. A big thank you to Fergus Ewart of the Rotary Club.
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New policy by F.C.
Continuous cover forestry which involves selective
felling rather than large clear fells is a new policy be-
ing adopted in Camus Wood by Forest Enterprise. A
public meeting in Foyers launched the Design Plan
for the wood and discussed future plans for other

F.C. woods in the area. Unfortunately funding has
not yet been found for native woodland restoration on
F.E. land despite concern both locally and within the
Forestry Commission. It was noted that there could
be future potential for the clearing of exotic tree spe-
cies by local people (for firewood, sawmilling etc.)
and that a partnership with the community may be

a consultation process with local communities and the
newly formed Stratherrick & Foyers Environmental
Group (SFEG) would be the main representative.

e e e B e

Local Transport on the Move

A Seminar on Rural Transport took place in Inverness on Oct.
30th 1999, to explore current issues in the Rural Inverness area
and to link up neighbouring communities and rural transport or-
ganisations with a view to discussing problems and solutions to
transport in country areas. Two members from our community at-
tended and the meeting was helpful and informative. One direct
result was the provision of a minibus run by Shopmobility, on a
trial basis, to help those with mobility problems to get to town to
shop. It operates every Ist & 3rd Wednesday of the month..
There are nine passengers on the shopping bus list and although
the service has had some teething problems it is proving a great
success for those that use it. Contact Rose Fortune 486 663.
Shopmobility recently acknowledged the kind donation of £50
which they received from the Monday Club. Thank you.

Also, following this meeting, a group of people got together to
form the "Stratherrick and Foyers Transport Group". with the ap-
proval of the Community Council. The aim of the group is to ini-
tially look at ways of properly surveying the issues in our area,
and then look at solutions. Anyone wishing to take part in this or
with any ideas , please contact; Ros Rowell, Edinuanagan, Tor-
ness, Tel 01463 751314,

miit—@i i
Torness Requests Stop

Another positive result from the Rural Transport Seminar is the
decision to allow the Whitebridge bus to call in at Torness on
Request. It already calls in on the Morning and Afternoon run,
but now it will also come down to Torness on the way back
from town in the morning and on the way back to town at one o'
clock .The request for this service has to be made on the day
prior to travel by phoning; 01463 710 555 before 10.15am on
day of travel.
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possible. The Forestry Commission are keen to have *

SFEG Round-up

The first meeting of The Stratherrick & Foyers Environ-
mental Group decided the aims and objectives of the
group. The following Aims have now been agreed:

1. To act as a forum for the discussion of matters relating
to the natural environment of Stratherrick & Foyers.

2. To promote the economic and social importance of
sustainable land use in the wider countryside.

3. To encourage environmentally sustainable projects
which would provide environmental, social & cultural
benefits for the local community.

The first issues to be raised have been the problems of ac-
cess into some of the plantations in the area. Drummond
Wood, Whitebridge; Carnoch and Old Town Woods, Er-
rogie are difficult to access because of padlocked gates
or difficult stiles. In all three cases letters have been re-
ceived from the management companies promising to
tackle the problems.

The siting of the Bottle Bank has also been of
major concern. The bottle banks at Whitebridge have now
been removed and are being held in Inverness for resiting
in our area when a suitable place can be found. The com-
munity council has failed to resolve the issue but Coun-
cillor Mrs Ella MacRae is giving it her support. She
hopes to find funding for installation of the banks and has
assurances from Highland Council that the banks will be
emptied every two weeks. SFEG feels that recycling
points should be sited within communities rather than in
open countryside. Waste issues in Highland will become
more and more pressing in the next few years with the
Longman landfill site due to close in 2003. It is up to
everyone to be informed and to take positive action to re-
cycle waste . SFEG are open to suggestions regarding
possible sites and will be approaching the Hall committee
re. Gorthleck Hall car park and investigating a site at In-
verfarigaig. The Group would like to hear from anyone
who has any comments on the issue. Contact the chair
Alex Sutherland 486711 What do you think of it so far?
sssissssssunssssessseess  RUDDish!

So for a clean start to the millennium how about
a bit of local spring cleaning? National Spring Clean is
Scotland’s biggest anti-litter campaign. It is celebrating
its 10th anniversary this year and is encouraging everyone
to take action against litter and take a pride in their local
environment. It takes place every April, anyone can get
involved so....what about it? There’s no litter, did you
say? Just take a walk round the mouth of the river Foyers
or along the Whitebridge to Foyers road, take a look in
any ditch or along the loch shores and you will change
your mind. It could be fun with a competition to collect
the most, the most recyclable, the most unusual, the old-
est, the biggest! Elgol School had great fun recycling last
year, making sculptures with their collected debris, in-
cluding a fixed sculpture for the school playground. Does
anyone have any ideas either for a community/group or
individual spring clean? You can be sure any event
would get full coverage in the Boleskine Bulletin!



78 Years in Foyers

[ was born 78 years ago here in Foyers in the house in Elmbank
where [ still live. My father was from Inverness and had be-
come a fitter at the British Aluminium factory in Staffordshire
after leaving the army at the end of the First World War. He
was transferred up here when the B.A. at Foyers needed a fitter.
1 went to Foyers School, scrambling through the woods much as
the children do today but, because there were no such things as
school dinners in the 1930's, it was home for lunch and back up
again in all weathers every afternoon. Even if the snow was
thick on the ground it was back up to school unless we were told
we could stay home and that didn't happen often. The children
from Fairyburn and Inverfarigaig couldn't get home for dinner
so they'd bring pieces and whisky bottles full of tea with them
from home. The tea was heated up by the fire. Sometimes the
master would go out shooting rabbits and the senior girls who
did cookery would make rabbit stew for din-
ner.

No matter what the weather the
road to the school was difficult. It was
known as the Bungalow Brae (after the bun-
galow that pre-dated the old chapel) and was
the most desperate brae in the country. It
took the coal lorry a whole day to deliver coal
to the school. The lorry would take off half
its load and leave it at the bottom of the brae
then make a charge up the hill. After unload-
ing it would come back down for the other
half.

The things that sticks in my mind
about the school was the toilet. It was out-
side by the Douglas Firs and open to the sky.
[t was always cold, uncomfortable and usu-
ally wet. [ remember having to put out a
plank to stand on there was so much water
after it had rained. Of course the toilet was
often frozen in the winter.

The belt was a feature of school.
I'm not telling whether or not | got the strap,
but I do remember one time when the teacher
lifted the lid of her desk to bring out the strap and found it cut
into half inch squares.

I left school at 15 years and, along with six or seven
others got a job chasing grouse for the season at Stronelairg.
We'd stay in the bothy for four or five weeks and got there by
bike uphill all the way, stopping at Meallagie where lan Ma-
cAskill's mother would come out with a bowl of buttermilk for
us. It was thirsty work and getting that buttermilk was a bless-
ing and just what we lads needed. Bothy living was pretty ba-
sic. Though Stronelairg had its own turbine and electricity we
had to wash out our peaty socks in cold water every night.

[ then worked as a messenger boy for Mr Gibson who
had one of the three shops in the village. There was the grocer,
the butcher, and the haberdasher. My job was to deliver on foot
the parcels of meat and eggs throughout the village from two
large baskets. With both hands full of basket I couldn't save
myself when [ slipped on the ice taking a shortcut at the back of
the garages one night and up in the air went the baskets, eggs
and everything. 1didn't get a row. Mr Gibson was a good man
to work for. [ had my tea with him and his wife every Saturday
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night. That job was given to a school leaver every year so | had
to go at the end of it. | went as an apprentice joiner in Inver-
ness, cycling each Sunday to stay with my grandparents for the
week and back to Foyers on Saturday. | came back to Foyers to
work at the B.A. factory after the bombing in 1941. My mother
was widowed during the raid when the bomb hit the factory

My father had been going to wash his hands when he was-killed
in the blast. He was found afterwards under one of the turbines.
Another man died later of a heart attack brought on by the
shock. It was a shock for everybody. A very sad day. The vane
of the bomb caught on the parapet wall, tore it away and embed-
ded itself in the pipes. The force of the water drove everything
before it. Sand was plastered to the wall of the factory for years
afterwards. It looked as if the whole hillside, bushes and all,
had transferred itself on to the roof. The children of the school

Foyers School — Who and When?

saw the pilot waving at them on his home run. But it was only 6
weeks before the factory was fully operational again.

I was called up in 1942 and spent 5 years in the Royal
Engineers. We went in behind the invasion forces getting the
railways working again. Back in Foyers | worked at the factory
for 27 years until it closed in 1967. I spent time looking after
my mother who was ill then I worked at the Hydro scheme do-
ing joinery and maintenance. Now [ suppose I can call myself
an amateur gardener. British Aluminium used to have an a
nual gardening competition and that encouraged iy 0y
dening. 1 won the award for the best kept garden three years in
a row and was allowed to keep it. No one else had ever won it
three times. I'm proud of that. Many of the social activities and
amenities we had in Foyers have disappeared over the years.
We had our bowling green, flower shows, whist drives, scouts
guides, even pageants. But Foyers is my home and I still take a
great interest in everything and everyone in it.

Ronnie MacDonald
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Things Historical

The Demon Drink

If you think the dangers of drinking and driving are a modern
phenomenon consider what happened to a local man over 200
years ago ----- there has been a bridge over the Upper Fall of
Foyers since 1786. Before that there was only a log over a
narrow point which was used as a footbridge. The New Sta-
tistical Account of Scotland, written in 1831, tells an old story
about this footbridge. [t seems that one moonlit night a man
from up country, too drunk to notice where he was going,
crossed the log on horseback. When he saw in daylight where
he had gone he was " ... so horror-struck at the peril he had
escaped that he returned home, went to bed, and soon after
died."  So what's new?

In 1853 a crackdown on drinking in the cit-
ies meant that the only places which could
legally sell alcohol on a Sunday were day
trip steam boats going 'doon the watter'.
Hence, the words, 'steaming' and
'steamboats' have entered the Scottish vo-
cabulary as metaphors for being drunk.

Local History - Neighbours set up

Historical Societies

After establishing constitutional and charitable status,
Strathnairn and Fort Augustus have accessed funding to en-
able them to research and record local history. In Strathnairn
Sally Moore with the able assistance of Hilder Hestling (co-
author of the fascinating book on Rosehaugh) hope to have
enough research done to produce a small booklet and a exhi-
bition of photographs. Meanwhile Graham Biggs chairs a
small committee in Fort Augustus which has formed a group
to cover the history of the area to the west of us. They have
regular meetings each month attended by young and old.
Both Sally Moore and Graham Biggs are keen for us to join
in and form a group in our area. How about it? We have so
much in the area to catalogue it would be a shame to waste
this period of accessible funding. Is there anyone interested
in forming a group?

Coach house on Dores road gets long

awaited attention.

This old building, named An Ire Mhor, (the big field?) is be-
ing cleared of undergrowth and put on the map again. Itisa
change-house, or a place where stagecoaches stopped 250
years ago and is mentioned in Johnson & Boswell's journey of
the mid 1700s. By the summer the work should be finished, a
sign completed and an improved interpretation facility sited
nearby. Thanks to our local councillor Ella MacRae, to the
Highland Council for funding, and to the Scottish Conserva-
tion Project and the Highland Environmental Action Team for
their work on the project.

A Hundred Years as a Hostelry

The Hotel at Whitebridge celebrated its centenary in 1999.
There had been an inn in Whitebridge area before the 18th
century but records are very sketchy. During the 1720's Gen-
eral Wades's military road was constructed, amongst many
others, along the south side of Loch Ness. Inns, known as
Kings House's were established on these routes for the pri-
mary purpose of accommodating and refreshing the woops
thereby employed. Such an Inn was built at Whitebridge and
it survived until the 1800's. Whitebridge Hotel as it stands to-
day was built in the 1890's by Alexander MacDonald who
bought the land from Simon, Baron Lovat of Lovat. The first
official guests welcomed over the threshold on July 227th
1899 included a surveyor, Robert Addie from Glasgow, on a
cycling holiday. Even in those days tourism had become in-
ternational as a lady from Ventimiglia in Italy was an early
guest. Travel must have been slow as a party from Kent
stayed over whilst "making from Fort Augustus to Foyers."
Walking and cycling were the order of the day.

Over the next hundred years Whitebridge Hotel con-
tinued to service the needs of travellers helped in no small
part by the abundance of quality brown trout in the area. The
establishment of a pub in the locality also served to provide a
focal point for the community. Today, as before, many of the
local (and some not so local) people congregate to exchange
information, views and, more importantly, stories about the
area, its people, its past and its future. In common with all the
other hotels and B & B's in the area, Whitebridge provides ac-
commodation, food, refreshment and local information for the
travellers, tourists and sporting guests who have discovered
this beautiful part of the Highlands. The burgeoning advance
of global tourism has not evaded the Stratherrick and Foyers
area over the last few decades and as such more local people
than ever before benefit from the income and employment
that the industry provides.

Donald Campbell - Whitebridge Hotel
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Captain Fraser Returns

Another chance to see the highly successful
production of The Captain's Collection'. Origi-
nally commissioned for Highland Festival '99
and played to full houses during a four night
Highland tour, the production goes on tour
again this April. Arriving at Gorthleck on Fri-
day 21st April. The play centres on the life of
Captain Simon Fraser (1773-1852) and the is-
sues surrounding the publication of his collec-
tion of Highland Music in 1816. As a dramatic
and musical performance, the Captain’s Collec-
tion looks at the political and social trends of
Regency Scotland, but also explores the tradi-
tion and legend underlying the music through
humorous tales and anecdotes. The music and
songs from the production, featuring Jonny
Hardie, Brian McAlpine, Alyth McCormack and
Rory Campbell is available on CD on the Green-
trax label. A four part radio preduction of the
show was broadcast on BBC Radio Scotland in
October and has been nominated for an award
as a result. If you missed it last year - keep
Friday 21st April free in your diary.

Letters
Loss of wildlife habitat.
The roads department recently carried out their annual strim-
ming of the road verges to allow good visibility along our
narrow roads. However, this year the strimmer driver was
over zealous and considerable damage was done to the ma-
ture trees and shrubs between Gorthleck & Whitebridge.
Some of the damage extended beyond boundary walls and
into private land. The narrow zone running between the
grazed fields and the road is an important wildlife habitat
with many insects, small mammals and birds taking advan-
tage of the undergrowth, especially during the winter months.
Jane O'Donovan
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Planning Applications since last Bulletin:

Mr & Mrs A. Holt, Island Cottage, Inverfarigaig, for conver-
sion of steading building to residential, Newlands, Errogie;
Mr Urquhart, South Muimnich Farm, Gorthleck, for proposed
house site; Mrs E. Rouillard, 9259 Guthrie Avenue, Saint
Louis, USA for proposed house site, Trinloist, Gorthleck; Mr
& Mrs Fraser, Lynemhor Lodge, Gorthleck, for erection of
six timber framed four bedroomed holiday chalets and instal-
lation of three reed beds, land to the rear of Lynemhor Lodge.

Shots Shock!

On 20th December, at 12.45 a.m. a householder near Loch Bran was shocked by a man shooting deer 15 metres from her house.
The man, a contractor employed by the Forestry Commission to reduce deer numbers in Forestry plantations, fired a total of five
shots from “just outside my door” the housekeeper said. The forest manager for the area, Mr Gordon Donaldson, assured the
Boleskine Bulletin that the matter was in hand. Culling has to take place to prevent excessive damage to trees but clearly these
sort of incidents happening without due warning within residential areas are of concern to locals and walkers alike. Residents are
also concerned that the contractor is not taking adequate safety precautions when walkers may be in the forest.

Looking across the Loch to Meall
Fuar-mhonaidh I think that little has
changed. However in my drawing |
have tried to convey the difference in
fashion for ladies walking on the hill.
Perhaps I am unkind in depicting the
stamina of a previous generation but
1 am one so should know the draw-
backs of past times! We wore thick,
tweed coats and skirts, woollen stock-
ings and leather shoes. On a wet day
all these items became sodden. In
fact we were soaked to the skin! [
note now some of the benefits of to-
day here in the Strath. Betier roads,
electricity for all are some of them.
Also an excellent school at Gorthleck,
a medical Centre at Foyers with the
wonderful attention of our doctors. |
feel privileged to live in such a caring
COmMmmunity.
Barbara Sewell
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Editorial

Councils have been financially constrained for many years from building new Council houses and Housing Associations have
become the main providers of new and affordable rented housing for local people in housing need. The government in its
new Land Reform legislation is making provision for possible community land purchases and the offer by the Highlands
Small Communities Housing Trust to purchase and hold land in the centre of Gorthleck is an opportunity not to be missed if
the young and elderly are not to be continually forced to move away from the area. To add another dimension to possible
housing within Gorthleck, it might be that the numbers of houses in the village more than double in the next few years. There
are currently several applications in front of the planners, including 6 chalets which, with the addition of possible Housing
Association houses ( 6-8), we could have a much larger village. Bearing this in mind it is interesting to note that the newly
formed environmental group (SFEG) is tackling the problem of local access. With more accommodation and more people in
the area, including holiday makers, there will undoubtedly be a need for more easy local walks. The 18 acres currently on the
market in the centre of Gorthleck would make a perfect land holding for the community, enabling access down to the loch
for everyone in the future. The time is ripe for communities to purchase land for themselves with various grants easing the
way. There was considerable objection to previous planning applications on this land. Should we as a community be helping
to secure its future or will this be a missed opportunity?. We are continually boasting that we live in a beautiful area but it is

not much good looking at the beauty if half the population are unable to access it except from busy roads.

Do we cook?

Disappointment for Corinne as idea for millennium cook
book fails. Does anybody in the strath cook? Following up the
request in the last issue of the B.B. for recipes to fill a cook-
ery book and hopefully raise some money for a local project,
only one recipe has been received. Yes it was for Heather
ale! Please let Corinne have ANY recipes which might be
suitable for a little book. Phone 486 458

......... We must do!

Meals on Wheels fails. Despite funds being secured and
some volunteer drivers there was only one person requiring
the service. Unfortunately that was not enough to make the
scheme viable.

More on food - a report from Rose Fortune on the Senior
Citizens’ Christmas Dinner. 'This year we travelled by coach
to the Chieftain Hotel in Inverness where we sat down to a su-
perb festive Christmas Lunch in very warm and comfortable
surroundings. Our thanks are extended to the Knockie Trust
for funding this yearly event. Special thanks are due to Isobel
and Robin McGregor, Meallagie and supporters who donated
£85.00 raised from sheep dog trial meetings. This money
helped us to "wet our whistles" at the lunch. Thanks also to
Innes and his boys for treating the roads so well on a stormy
day enabling so many to attend the function.'

and more from Rose

Red Cross fund-raising.

During 1999 the following was raised in the Stratherrick/
Foyers area:-

May Red Cross Week £318.28. Private sales throughout the
year £60.00

Proceeds of Sale of Work in October for the Disaster Fund
£765.88

On behalf of the Red Cross grateful thanks are due to all who
helped in any way to achieve this splendid total of £1044.16

Last of the Strong Men of Croftdhu.

On Thursday 13th January the funeral of James (Jimmy)
Shaw of Croftdhu, Errogie took place. He was the last surviv-
ing member of the Shaw family (four brothers and one sister).
Jimmy, 94, died in the Findhorn Ward of the Royal North-
ern Infirmary, Inverness. He and his brother Donald, both
bachelors, worked the farm at Crofidhu and Old Town, Er-
rogie for many years but they and their father before them
were also the road contractors in the neighbourhood looking
after 5 or 10 miles of road. Jimmy attended the school in Er-
rogie and it is said that he never left the strath in all his 94
years. Another brother, John was a ship’s engineer who, in
1962 was drowned at sea when his ship went down. As a sea-
farer , he once brought a monkey home to Croftdhu where it
lived for many years causing much laughter and tears. The
family, having been tenant farmers, bought both Croftdhu and
Old Town in the 1950's when Farraline estate under the own-
ership of Mrs Oliver sold many farms to the existing tenants.
Jimmy and Donald's nephews have taken over the running of
the ground for some time now, although not living at Croft-
dhu. James is buried in Boleskine Cemetery along with his
brother Donald. Both strong men.

it ss s

No bells to celebrate the New Millennium
The millennium was hardly celebrated with much
in the way of festivity in our area but there were a
few big bangs and bright lights about in Foyers as
there were fireworks at a private party in Craig-
darroch and fireworks set off by a party of Bel-
gians at Foyers house. Across the loch at Bunloit
the sky was also lit up by fireworks. What a pity
there was no church bell ringing though!
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Country dancing

Plenty of energy was spent by the country dancers before
Christmas. On December 8th the Stratherrick Hall was host
to over forty dancers. The Stratherrick group provided a buf-
fet, tea and a raffle. Invitations then followed to Invermor-
iston when over 60 people attended, Barnchurch, Culloden
and then on the 16th a dance was held in St. Mary's church,
Huntly Street. The Stratherrick group has 16 regulars now at-
tending with an age range of 14 to over 70! They will be
starting classes again in the Hall on 12th January and continu-
ing through to Easter.
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Kids' Bits
Thank you to all the children who contributed to
this issue of the BB. We enjoyed reading through
all your jokes and articles very much! Sadly there

is only room for a couple but keep up the good
work.

The women at the bridge party were all admiring a
huge stuffed shark mounted over the mantle piece.
Their hostess smiled proudly.
"My husband and I caught that on a deep sea fishing
trip"
"What's it stuffed with?"
"MY HUSBAND". By Scott Barclay, ( 11)
PLANETARIUM
On Monday the 15th November Mr Lowden came
to Stratherrick. Mr Lowden is an astronomer and
he came with a planetarium and a big blow up dome
which we all sat in. He turned the lights off and all
the stars were on the walls of the dome. He told us
what each star was and how about how if you look
up into the sky you will see Saturn and Jupiter. The
whole school thought it was really good and now
everybody knows which star is which.

By lJillian Fraser, P.7.

Moti Parrott
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UPDATE ON LOTTERY APPLICATION
On Wednesday 12th January, Mr David Christie, The Grants
Officer for the National Lottery Charities Board Scotland
came up from Edinburgh to meet the Stratherrick Hall Com-
mittee. The Committee submitted an application for funding
in September in order to finance the upgrading of the hall to
comply with the Public Entertainment Licence (which we
need if the hall is to continue functioning). Furniture and fit-
tings would also be upgraded. Mr Christie was keen to find
out who used the hall and how the upgrade would increase
folks’ use of the hall in the future. The committee must now
send him a projection of use for the next few years so if you
are planning any new and innovative hall-based events, let us
know! And will we get the funding? He was of course non
committal when asked this question. Competition for lottery
money is fierce and there are many other halls in a similar
situation - so watch this space and keep your fingers crossed!

Stratherrick School News

Parents and friends of Stratherrick school children were
treated to a wonderful evening of music, carols and narration
at their Christmas concert held in Stratherrick hall on Dec.
16th. During the evening Christmas hampers and goodies
were raffled bringing over £130 which will go towards the
school grounds project. Many thanks to the teachers and pu-
pils for such an enjoyable evening and to all who supported
the event. If you do not yet possess one of the school’'s Mil-
lennium T-towels (a bargain at £2.50) - don’t worry! It’s not
too late 1o place your order by ‘phoning the school on
486630,
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g. < Choirs of Angels? &

ﬂ,:_ Gorthleck hall was alive with singing on Christmas eve %,
o~
L% as people gathered at the carol service organised by Mr (o

',.;. Christie and enjoyed refreshments afterwards. The early § v

:»- timing of the service (6.30pm) was particularly wel- ;-
¢w comed by those with young families and it is hoped that &
¢ this innovation will become an annual event. Many ¢%
(% thanks to the splendid musicians, to Mr Christie and to 1":'
*“ the refreshments team. (The ambience would have been ¥,

% further improved by candles replacing the glaring .:'-
:.:. striplights. Do I hear the insurance company catch its *--

=~ breath? Maybe the soft lighting proposed in the hall’s & i«
n refurbishment will suffice!) X

o N N N O el o T e e e e o - ‘-
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Count your Robins!

The robin is to be the focus of one of the biggest wildlife sur-
veys in Britain as part of the UK Wild 2000 campaign. The
RSPB wants the public to look for robins during January, not-
ing the highest number seen together in any one place (e.g.
your back garden). Then look at the same area again in May
and record numbers to investigate differences between robin
numbers in winter and summer. Send your findings, (number
of robins spotted and location) together with your name, ad-
dress, age (!) to RSPB, The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire,
SG19 2DL
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Trade Directory

ALL JOBS
Dab Hands - 486416/430

BUILDER & JOINER
Steve Ricketts - 486225

CAFES & RESTAURANTS
Foyers Bay House - 486624
Foyers House - 486405

CONTRACTORS
Angus C. Fraser - 486650

EMBROIDERY CLASSES
Chris Moore 486255

GLASS FIBRE MOULDING
Colin Evans - 486285

HOTELS & LOUNGE BARS
Craigdarroch House Hotel -
486400

The Foyers Hotel - 486216
Whitebridge Hotel - 486226
Dores Inn - 01463 751203

LANDSCAPE GARDENING
lan Munro - 01463-240413
or 01456-486400

NATIVE TREE NURSERY
Jane O’Donovan - 486355

PICTURE FRAMING
Hugh Nicol - 486350

SHOP & POST OFFICE
The Foyers Store - 486233

CLASSES
Ros Rowell 01463 751314

WAX PICTURES
Betty Brailsford - 486254

This Trade Directory allows readers to
place their business locally and gives vi-
tal financial sponsorship to the BB.

WATERCOLOURS & ARTf

I To advertise, contact Jim Cameron on
486 293. Current charges: £15 for four
issues in the Trade Directory.,

Display Advertising: £1-50 per col cm.
Free for items under £100 (not

\trade) eg For Sale, Wanted, Lost,

| ete.

Wanted -

Secretary/Treasurer

The Inverness Courier, Tuesday 18th
January, ran a lengthy article on the
South Loch Ness Play School, which
received a glowing report from H.M.I.
However, they need help. They need
a secretary/treasurer and are willing to
offer £5 per hour for approx. 4 hours
per month. Please phone Susan Fraser
on 486 650 if you are interested.

Events in Stratherrick
Public Hall

Monday Monday Club 6-8pm
Tuesday Bowls 7.30pm
Wednesday Country Dancing
7.30pm

Thursday Badminton 7.30pm

A.G.M. 15th March 7.30p.m. Please
come along and find out more about the
lottery application and how the hall is

going

_ S~

Andrew Fraser
Building Contractor

Houses — Extensions — Renovations
Stonework
Bein Sgurrach, Errogie
Tel: 486408

‘W tus. £2.50 per session.

Friday 25th February - Whist
Drive - come and give it a try - its
good fun plus tea and prizes too.
7.30pm. If you need a lift phone Janet
Sutherland on 486711

For Sale
Two intermediate/winter tyres, size
145 R 13 from Fiat Panda excellent
condition £20.00 for pr. phone
486691

Morris Minor Traveller for spares or
restoration. Phone 486348

Wanted
Double bed Knitting Machine. Age
& make immaterial must be in work-
ing order & have instruction booklet.
phone 486391

Railway sleepers, any condition
Phone 486669

Community Council Meetings:
25th Jan. - Foyers; 22nd Feb. - Gorth-

leck; 28th March - Foyers; all start at
7.30 p.m.

Chair Mr John Campbell - 486 240
Local Councillor - Ella MacRae
01463 751203

Thanks to Ray Cooper for the printing
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W Start the Millennium with

W a Kickl .
«,/ Keep Fit Classes. New session .
o starts 17th January at Kil- -
* chuimen Academy - Fort Augus-
Phone ‘I
. Iris on 01320 366235 (also for +,
: children's dance classes)

‘& If anyone is interested in starting W
. akeep fit class in Gorthleck

after Easter please phone
=, Heather 486 426 )
Friday 21st April The Cap-

tains Collection - a chance for those
that missed it before.

ALOE VERA PRODUCTS

100% organic.
Natural Health Care for people,

pets, horses and farm animals.

Janet Sutherland
Tel/Fax 01456 486641

DEADLINE FOR NEXT
ISSUE MARCH 20TH

Any stories please. No feelings, no pas-
sions, no thoughts some input please -
be as rude as you like.

Contributions to the Editor, Norbu.,
Lochgarthside, Gorthleck, or drop in an
envelope to the Foyers shop .... Or
phone Buddy 486 366, Sandy 486 435,
Jane 486 355 or Rory 486 669.




