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THE IRAQ WAR

Serving Soldier from
Stratherrick Is there

Euan Duncan is at the moment
serving with 4 Para and is
attached to the Royal Scots
Regiment in Irag. He is
stationed near Basra and went
out on October 23rd. Euan had
a brief spell of leave home in the
middle of January, which he
spent between Glasgow and
Errogie. He has now returned to
RAF Brize Norton, where he is
completing a parachute jumps
course before returning to Iraq
for another 3 months.

Euan is a former pupil of
Stratherrick Primary School and
Inverness Royal Academy and
has an Honours Degree in Politics
from Strathclyde University.
He is the elder son of John and
Mairi Duncan, Errogie.
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Boleskine Environmental Network

The ‘wee’ Weasel

“The day dawned crisp and bright and though cold, it was
perfect for wildlife watching - calm and dry. The sun and the
walking soon warmed us through and we were deep in
concentration. Steve Austin, local wildlife photographer and
mammal recorder from Inverness, took us round Loch
Bran, Foyers woodlands, the river Fechlin and beyond to look for
signs of mammals. We found plenty! Squirrels, otters, pine
marten, deer of all sorts, rabbits and rodents but the main aim of
the day was to show us what to watch out for when on our
everyday walks so that we can take part in the recording of
wildlife. It was amazing what evidence is there before you, once
you have your “eye” in.

Even though the day had been absorbing and informative, it
was crowned by the sudden appearance of a weasel, while we
were looking for otter spraints on the riverbank. It darted out of
its hole and dashed down to us, standing by the waters edge,
weaved its way between our feet, this way and that, before
zooming off along the bank and disappearing down another hole.

Not content with that, we spotted five black grouse perched in
a birch tree, sunning themselves in the afternoon sun. How
privileged we felt. Several of us had never seen one before.
Without exception, everyone thought it a wonderful day.”

Rosemary Holt

N.B. (Scotland has 66% of the British population of Black Grouse but
they are declining rapidly due to over-grazing and too many exotic
conifer trees having been planted on their traditional breeding areas.
They favour open woodlands and grassy and heathery hills to live in).

To take part in mammal surveying, get in touch, we have a stock of
mammal recording forms. Details required are simple: date, place, how
many of which species and notes on the habitat and their activity. All
information gathered is returned to Inverness museum and then on to the
Highland Recording Group and the Mammal Trust.

See next page for two exciting events to be held this spring open to
anyone in the area.

For more information about the wildlife recording project and to get the
mammal forms phone:

Rosemary Holt -Tel/Fax: 486631 or Jane O'Donovan Tel: 486355
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BURNING ENERGY
UESTION

B.E.N.. along with the
community council,
submitted a joint objection to
the proposed Beauly to Denny
electricity transmission line. A
total of about 18,000 responses
were sent to the Scottish
Executive. B.E.N. felt that
there was an overwhelming case
for a public local inquiry to
consider issues such as the

cumulative impact of new
connections to the grid,
alternatives such as sub-sea

cables, the impact on landscape,
wild land and tourism, the costs
of transmission to markets in
the south and the complete lack
of any national energy strategy.
The UK, Scottish and Highland
record on energy efficiency is
very poor and there are still
inadequate measures in place to
introduce energy conservation.
B.E.N. also commented
on Highland Council’s
Renewable Energy Strategy.
While it is commendable that
the Council has produced such
a strategy it was too limited in
its scope. The Strategy placed
greatest emphasis on export-
scale land based wind
developments, is encouraging a
concentration of developments
in areas of least resistance such
as  Stratherrick and the
Monadhliaths and has
committed the Council to
support the development of an
infrastructure for transporting
electricity to the south. This is
a very short-term approach and



Would you like to learn more about the
Red Squirrel?

Local expert Suzanne Barr from Abriachan will be taking us on a
journey to discover the signs and habits of this beautiful animal.

Saturday 18" March
Stratherrick Public Hall.

10.30 am. - 4 p.m.

Everyone welcome,
Bring walking boots,
warm clothes, and a packed lunch.

“The public has been asked to report sightings of both red and grey
squirrels, as part of a five year Squirrel Survey funded by SNH.
Information on the distribution in Scotland is now urgent as the first
evidence of squirrel pox virus in Scotland has been identified in the
Borders. Grey squirrels act as a host to the spread of this disease, fatal
to native red squirrels. Red squirrels can be displaced by the disease-
resistant grey squirrel as has already happened in most of the rest of the
U.K. We live in one of 127 priority red squirrel woodland areas that at
present have no greys.”

Bats in the trees; Bats in the loft;
Bats all around.......

. th . Inverness bat expert Steve Austin
Friday 28™ April and his wife will be giving a talk
followed by a walk. They will

Stratherrick Public Hall | have bat detectors with them so

that we will be able to hear the
amazing sounds that the different
species of bats make during their
flights at twilight.

7.15 p.m. - 10.30 p.m.

Strong shoes & warm clothes

the kind of classic “boom and
bust™ scenario that has plagued
developments in the Highlands
for generations. The Strategy
failed to take full account of
local power consumption and
energy conservation and should
be encouraging energy
production closest to the point
of consumption.

These talks are part of B.E.NN.'s
wildlife recoding project funded
under the Highland Biodiversity
Action Plan. Everyone is
welcome and admission is FREE.

Interested in Moths?
(A favourite food of bats!)

Keep aside the evening of 27
July and the morning of the 28"
July. Tom Prescott of Butterfly
Conservation will be here again
but this time looking at the
huge numbers of moths that we
have about us in mid summer.

FOR SALE:

Compost bins £5

Phone Deborah in evening
01463 751387  (Torness):
Sylvia 486 434  (Foyers);
Heather 486 774  (Errogie.
To contact B.E.N.

Chairman: Alex Sutherland
01456 486711

Secretary: Jane O'Donovan
odonovan_jane @ hotmail.com
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Prime Minister
and First Minis-
ter meet Foyers

School V.I.P’s.

Prime Minister Tony Blair
and Scotland’s First Minister,
Jack McConnell arrived by
helicopter to meet pupils
from Foyers and Kilchuimen
Primary Schools. They were
there on 24th February to
open the refurbished Loch
Ness power station at Foyers

Fogers School Sypplement: Sprigg 2006

Scottish and Southern Electricity marked the occasion by presenting Foyers School with a cheque for £2,000 to spend

}

n environmental projects. Kilchuimen Primary received a small wind turbine to generate power for the school
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Return to Loch Bran...

As a sequel to our highly successful project, A Year in
the Life of Loch Bran, the Partnership for Rural Inver-
ness and Nairn is providing grant aid for 2 interpretive
boards to explain the biological diversity of the loch to
visitors. They will feature samples of the children's
work and will be erected at the parking area adjacent
to the loch. This project is also supported by the Bole-
skine Environmental Network (BEN), SNH and Forest
Enterprise. RIGHT: Katy Martin, Senior Highland
Council Ranger, discusses the layout of the boards with
pupils.

Fit for a Queen

Another celebrated visitor was Queen
Victoria! Well, not really—student
teacher Lynne Hunter dressed up as
part of the school’s Victorian history
project. Lynne is with us for 9 weeks
until 24th March. A final year student
at Strathclyde University/Jordan Hill,
Lynne has demonstrated superior act
ing potential as well as inspiring the
children by bringing history alive for
them.



Boleskine Bulletin Fogers Sokool Supplement: Spring 2006

Further Adventures of
N Barnaby Bear

Pupils of primary 1 and 2
bid au revoir to Barnaby
bear who had just recently
returned from the Gam-
bia, West Africa, and is
now on his way to Seattle,
USA with retired class
room assistant, Mrs Fred
Donald. Barnaby is the
travelling mascot in their

geography project.

Birds Through a Window

On the 2™ December 2005 we put some bird feeders on the outside
of one of our classroom windows. We are recording the different
types of birds that come to the feeders. So far the most common
bird has been the chaffinch. We have a very greedy one that we
have called, ‘Chubby Chaffinch’ because he just sits and eats and
eats and doesn’t mind if we get close to him. We have also seen a
lot of Blue and Great Tits and a few Robins. We had a surprise in
February when a Pied Wagtail visited the feeder as we don’t usually
see these birds until the middle of March. We plan to feed and re-
cord the birds for whole year so that we can compare the different
birds throughout the seasons.

Emily Grainger Matthew Simpson

Summer Exhibition 2006

Summer 2006 marks the centenary of Foyers School. We will celebrate it with an exhibition of images
and texts reflecting life in the school and the community. The children will prepare recipes of the

‘ period for an open day to which everyone is cordially invited.

| Members of this community have always been most generous in supporting our occasional appeals for
' old photographs and personal recollections of timesgone-by. Once again, we are appealing for you sup-
| port in this respect. We are particularly interested in photographs and personal accounts of what it was
i like to be a pupil here during the past century. Of course, all photographs will be copied for the exhibi-
| tion and returned to their owners without delay. Please contact Mrs. Brown on 486 612/424 or send

|

L material to the school if you can help.
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