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Boleskine Environmental Network

B.E.N. is a local group with an interest in environmental issues affecting the local area

B.E.N. Annual Meeting
Update on the past year

A POWER POINT PRESENTATION BY KEN BROWN
ON THE FOYERS SCHOOL PROJECT AT LOCH BRAN
STARTED THE MEETING. PICTURES OF THE
CHILDREN POND DIPPING. (Mxm'm-w
dipping a net in the water to see what's there!)
AND MEASURING UP QUADRATS MADE AN
UNUSUAL START TO AN AGM.

(More about the project in the BBs Foyers school

supplement).

Following this the chairman Alex Sutherland
gave a brief outline of the business of the past
year. Input into the proposed renewable energy
schemes for the area had been considerable. On
behalf of the community council B.E.N. had
written responses to both the proposed River E
and Glendoe Hydro schemes. B.E.N. continues
1o express concerns about environmental
problems associated with the developments. And
has joined others in Scotland trying to encourage
M.S.P.s in the Scottish Parliament to press for an
overall strategy for developments in our hills.
B.E.N. also contributed to an economic appraisal
on the effects of the proposed developments to
the area. (B.E.N can forward an electronic copy
of the report to anyone interested -

email: odonovan_jane@hotmail com

B.E.N’s two projects: - The Real Nappy project
and the distribution of composting bins have now
ended but our sponsorship of the Foyers School
Project at Loch Bran was a stimulating new
venture. B.E.N is also now represented on the
environment and heritage committee of the Loch
Ness Partnership.

Thanks go to the 20 people who came out to
port B.E.N. and also to Tim at the
Waterfall café for hosting the event.

December 2004

Fit for drinking?

eports have appeared recently about high
hofmhaloumhanumnl)mwmn
Highland water supplies. THMs are produced by
a reaction between natural peat residues and
chlorine which is added by the water supplier.
THM:s are known to cause various health

We asked Scottish Water to provide details of
water quality measured in the Gorthleck supply
over the last 2 years. The data they supplied
required standard for drinking water in almost
every respect. Only one test failed out of over
400 (the permutted level of nitrite was exceeded
once in 2002).

If anyone would like to see the data supplied by
Scortish Water or would like BEN to take up any

issues relating to water quality, contact John Parrott
on 486426,

Invest in the future....
Don’t chuck your glass bottles out.. ..
use the banks!

THERE ARE TWO BOTTLE BANKS IN THE AREA. ONE IN
STRATHERRICK HALL CAR PARK AND THE OTHER
BEHIND THE FOYERS SHOP. PLEASE GO AFTER 9
O'CLOCK IN THE MORNING - THE BANKS ARE CLOSE TO
DWELLINGS. ANY GLASS JAR OR BOTTLE CAN BE
BANKED FOR RECYCLING. PLEASE JOIN IN.

Hazel Coppice Project \
A hazel wood is in need of local enthusiasts for

sustainable coppice management

An opportumty to ~
* Work a ‘woodland allotment’
* Help preserve wildlife habitats

Everyone welcome to join us on
Saturday 15th January meeting at

Inverfarigaig phone box at 10 a.m.

For more information please Call Kate Tuer on
07887 626 633 (Forestry Commission). j




Boleskine Environmental Network
B.E.N. is a local group with an interest in environmental issues affecting the local area

HERITAGE -

NATURAL HERITAGE

On the 23rd November the South Loch Ness
Heritage Group invited Derek McGinn to give a
talk and slide show. Through his wonderful
photographs and sound recordings of birds from
sea cliffs to Cairngorm’s high plateau he
emphasised the importance of our natural heritage
- the heritage, which we would be handing down
to the next generation - and the responsibility we
had to look after that heritage.

Do we know what wildlife we have in this area?
What natural heritage do we have to pass on?

B.E.N. would like to start a recording project
(*Know your own patch”) to catalogue the
wildlife here in our strath.

If you are interested in wildlife - plants, birds,
insects or animals and would like to learn more
about them and how to record your findings -
please get in touch. Ring Jane on 486355 or
Helen on 486265

Meanwhile ...........

“A love affair with Hirundo rustica”
Hirundo rustica is the Latin name for the
swallow. They are loyal to their place of birth,
returning from Africa in May. - - Could the one
nesting in the shed be the same one who nested
last year?

How many nests were built in Stratherrick in
2004 and how many of them were successful?
Only one pair bred in my shed and only the first
clutch (4 chicks} were reared, the second clutch
died about a week after hatching. In 2003 two
successful clutches were reared - 10 new
swallows.

I would like to hear from anyone who had
swallows nesting in their barn/shed/garage. Next
year it would be interesting to monitor those nests
and see how they vary from year to year. You
can phone me - Jane on 486355 or email:

I iane@} il

December 2004

Harbingers of an Arctic winter?

A number of folk in Stratherrick were lucky
enough to see waxwings this autumn. Flocks of
up to 15 or so were seen in Errogie, Whitebridge
and Knockie between the 25th October and mid-
November. They formed part of what now
appears 10 be the biggest waxwing invasion ever
recorded in UK. Several thousand birds arrived
in north Scotland and are now steadily munching
their way south.

Waxwings breed in the forests of northern
Scandinavia. In winter they feed mainly on
berries such as rowan and roschips, eating 600-
1000 berries a day. Later in the winter they will
feed on fallen apples.

These striking birds are pinkish brown with a
prominent crest. They look rather like compact
starlings in flight and call frequently — an urgent
trilling which gives them away.

According to folklore, with the early arrival of so
many waxwings, we may be in for a hard winter.
Meanwhile, RSPB is hoping to build up a picture
of this year's irruption, so any of your sightings
would be welcome.... John Parrott 486426

The RSPB confirmed Loch Ruthven as the UK’s
most important Slavonian grebe site. A record 27
pairs and five single birds were seen this summer.
For the first time a nesting pair was also found to
be using a sedge bed created by RSPB staff for
the birds in 1999.



Boleskine Bulletin

Welcome to Loch Bran!

Learning more about Loch Bran...
Left:
We go pond dipping to
find different plants and
animals

Right:
We use quadrats to sec
how many different
plants there are in each
small area near the Loch

We have already visited the
Loch five times to learn
about its plants and animals.
Katy Stirling, our Country-
side Ranger usually comes
along and helps us find
some of them and learn
their names and all about
the way they live and the
things they eat.

We take water tempera-
tures and air temperatures
every time we go so that we
will have a record of the
changes that happen
throughout the year as the
weather changes.

We are looking forward
to the Spring and Summer
when the Loch will come to
life again and we will be able
to see how many different
dragonflies and damselflies
We can spot.

Loch Bran is especially
famous for these colourful
giant insects. There are

about eleven species here.

CHRISTMAS
EDITION 2004

Please look after our
Loch because it is a
Site of Special Scien-

tific Interest

Please DO:

. Pick up anv litter

. Look after the
plants and animals
YOu see

B Report injured ani

mals you find

. Take snagged fish-
ing line home. It
could kill or hurt
animals

. Keep to the paths
so that plants and
animals are not
damaged by your
feet

. Take care by the
water's edge; it is
very bogyy!

Please DON'T:

Leave anv litter.

Pick any wild flowers or
plants.

Take wildlife or plants
away from their habitat
Damage trees

Pollute the Loch with boat
tuel or litter

Light fires—they may
spread and kill trees and

animals

Thank You!



Boleskine Bulletin The Secret Side of
L(Xh \(‘s\

A Compact Disc (¢
tearuring little publicised
teatures of the sourl
castern side of Loch Ness

IS NOW ON sailc, pr

I‘Y\‘[“Ih\‘: 338 t}
drcn and rcachers of five
local primary schools
“The Secrer Side
Ness' provides an illus
trasted virtual rour fr
the bridges ov
K:\\'.’ \g .
as tar as the old Wad
Bridge ar Whitebridge—
and inland to Strather
rick and Farr

The CD was 1PLeK
by Cauldeen, Aldouric
Farr, Stratherrick and
Foyers Primarv schools
A public launch was
held at the Town House
in Inverness on Friday,
25th November

The virtual
( !l!\i\“ ;‘!1-. tog
videofootage, drawis
and poems, wir

dren ;‘:«v\‘.i,; g SPOK

NATrrarnes
? - 3 conducted ro a musi
Voters of the future meet their councillors \ : X ; i
YACKETround, mugt L

Foyers School pupils from classes P4-P7 mounted an exhibition of their Loch Bran composed and play
roject at Highland Council HQ in Glenurquhart Road recently. They had been cho- Mr. Hugh MacN
sen 1o represent initiatives taken under the Highland Council's Enterprise Education

The CD is available

programme. Councillors and Officers met the children and discussed the project with
trom anv of the schools.

them. A small exhibition displayed the work being carried out in a series of photos,

graphs and the children's written accounts of their research

Foyers School Christmas Concert

§< Beauty and the Beast of Loch Bran >

Fovers School's Annual Christmas Concert
will be held in the School hall at
7.00 p.m. on Friday, 17th December
' ) Admission £1.00. Refreshments included

> \‘s

“7:

All proceeds to school funds—please support us!
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STRATHERRICK & FOYERS

*PARENT & TODDLER GROUP*
« DQG EDELHV ZHOFRP

Stratherrick Public Hall

(5 minutes drive from Foyers)

Wednesdays 10.00am to 12.00am

£1.50 per family - including refreshments
Contact - Emma 01456 486484

Come along - have some fun!!!
A good opportunity to meet other Mothers in the
area.
*ALL WELCOME*

Organised session activities will be run regularly
eg Arts & Crafts,Music & Singing, Sports Activities
‘Jane' from Highland Pre  -School Services will be
attending
play group work regularly to work with parents and
children.
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