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Boleskine Environmental Network

B.E.N. is a local group with an interest in environmental issues affecting the local area.

AYEAR IN THE LIFE OF ...........

B.E.N. is sponsoring a year-long study of Loch Bran by pupils of Foyers School. Supported by a
biodiversity grant from the Partnership for Rural Inverness and Nairn (PRIN), the project commences
this August and will culminate in a published report and an exhibition at Foyers School next summer.

Loch Bran, a Site of Spe-
cial Scientific Interest, is re-
nowned for its varied popu-
lation of dragon and damsel
flies and its rich combination
of bog, fen, woodland and
water. The study, of the loch
and its immediate surround-
ings, will involve supervised
site visits throughout the
year and has the support of
Scottish Natural Heritage.
The children of Foyers
School will record and ana-
lyse information and images
of the loch and its wildlife
under the guidance of Katy
Stirling, the Countryside Ranger, members of B.E.N. and others with expert knowledge of this kind of
habitat. Foyers School head teacher, Maureen Brown, and B.E.N. would be most grateful for any
historical information about Loch Bran that readers might be able to supply. What, for instance, is the
origin of the old track that runs through a ford beside the existing road and through the peninsula that
separates the two lobes of the loch, terminating somewhere to the north in the present forestry planta-
tion? Old maps indicate that it dates back at least to 1878. -—- (Foyers School tel.no: 436 61 2)

For further news about 8
this exciting project,
watch this space - and the
Foyers School Supple-
ment to the next Boleskine
Bulletin!

The Biodiversity Grant provided by PRIN for « Improve and maintain wildlife habitats — moni-
the Foyers School project is part of funding avail-  tor changes taking place

able to communities to promote biological diver- * Help people to understand the countryside —
s|ty This means the richness of nature or variety through interpretation. wildlife hides, environmental

of life. Our community could get further funding ~ €vents. school activities etc.. .
for any project which aims to:.... *  Resolve problems - clean-up campaigns, ac-
tion against mis-use of land etc....



also ..recycli

n
Funding can be fb&from different sources for community

schemes.

If you care............. would like to become involved, know of some-
thing that needs doing. Got a brilliant idea for a community
project?! Then come along to the next AGM of BEN where all
schemes, projects and dabbling for funds will be discussed.

Waterfall Cafe - Friday 12th November - 7.30pm

Compost
Bins...going,
going....gone

Anyone still requiring bins from
BEN will have to be quick! There
are three left, at the bargain price of
£5. Phone Heather on 486 774.
When those have gone....bins
should be obtainable through the
Council but don’t expect a quick re-
sponse as they have been flooded
with enquiries. Price will be around
£10. Contact Andy Hume on 01349
868 614.

Renewable Energy

Schemes

Very little has happened over the
summer months in our area. The
monitoring masts proposed for
Dunmaglas have been approved by
Highland Council. The Glendoe
hydro and the River E hydro have
still to be decided by the Scottish
Executive. No further planning
applications have been submitted.
For an update of the situation join
our email list at:
odonovan_jane @hotmail.com
and come to the B.EXN. A.G.M.
12th November. -7.30 -Foyers

Access to our
Natural
Heritage

eople are being encouraged to

enjoy Scotland's countryside
and wildlife in a responsible way
through the Land Reform (Scot-
land) Act 2003, which has estab-
lished new rights of 'responsible’
access to land for outdoor recrea-
tion. The Scottish Outdoor Access
Code, developed by Scottish Natu-
ral Heritage (SNH) and to be pub-
lished later this year, defines what
is ‘responsible’ behaviour for both
recreational users and land man-
agers. It has been produced after
extensive consultation with a wide
range of interest groups and indi-
viduals. It is therefore disheart-
ening that on several occasions
this summer visitors and locals
have been challanged while walk-
ing around Loch nan Lann at
Knockie. These local’ walks are
part of our heritage and to be con-
fronted while out for a walk is not
in the spirit of the new access
legistalation. At Culachy, near
Fort Augustus, BEN was able to
instigate a dialogue between High-
land Council and the estate regard-
ing the blocking of the ancient
track leading to the Culachy wa-
terfall. However, Highland Coun-
cil were unable to persuade the
estate to reinstate the track. The

estate has agreed to permit access
along the side of the fence on the
edge of the river gorge but there is
no defined path and the route could
be dangerous for young children
and older people. Eventually this
access will become disused - as
only those fit and able will manage
the effort of fighting through net-
tles, bracken and slippery slopes.

Wildcats

The Mammals Trust UK say that
the Scottish wildcat has interbred
so extensively with the domestic cat
that it is now critically endangered.
The report claims the population
to be as few as 400 pure wildcats
living in the north of Scotland. As
a result, Bristol University Mam-
mal Research Unit has begun a
project to investigate the degree of
hybridisation.. Any carcasses of
dead cats, domestic as well as wild-
cats, can be reported and collection
arranged. A few details are re-
quired: the date the cat was found:
the location; and the circumstances
surrounding the death (e.g. was it
killed on a road). If you have
internet  access go to
www.scottishwildcats.co.uk and
click on 'wildcat folk' for further
details. The situation is so critical
that calls are being made to re-
evaluate the conservation measures
and the legal protection afforded to
the wildcat if it is to be restored to
the Scottish countryside.

Winter Training Events
PRIN (Partnership for Rural Inver-
ness and Nairn) are running the fol-
lowing training events this winter:
Community Communication and
Newsletters; Waste Management
— What Communities can do: Self-
Build — How people can fund and
build their own homes.

Contact Gillian Kidd at PRIN on

01463 724213
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~ @g Swing and Spring
,.,.:‘» jf 3 § P Qutdoor Play Equipment
el -

@ Hout-Lanhd IWooden Swings and Climbing Frames
g Kettler Play Equipment

) Large Range of (zarden Trampolines
/4
/4
4

for Adults ¢ Children by SuperTratp

4
/4
4
4
@
P
4
P
4
g
Go-Karts, Sledges and Sahd Boxes P
4
4
9
14
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

&&;& Large Qutdoor Display Area
h
ey g Open Tuesday to Saturday : 2pm tO 8pm
i e 4 Closed Sunday ahd Monday
Indian Head Massage o Tel/FaX 01456 486 700 Www.SWingandspring.Co.uk
Reiki @
) Come anhd Try before you Buy
Tel: 01456 486 405 ) @Gorthleck, Thverhess
email: brenda@highiandtherapy.con @
www.highlandtherapy.com pepoooPPPOPPOPPPPOPPPOPPY

. SCOTTISH
Cracgdaroch Fouse Fotel el

Foyens, South Lock Ness Scde, Tnverness. WVE 6XU

Tel: 00 24 (0) 1456 456 400 Fax: 00 44 (0) 1456 456 444 Warm to the Scottish
Emadl: munno(Qhotel-lock - ness. co. uk Fuels Experience!
Web: wisss botel~ lock - wess. co. uk Local Deliveries by
O ening Houns lot Wanch 2004 Local Drivers
' Bar Weals: Planned Deliveries
Dady — Lunch: 12m-Esm Budget Payment
Dénner: 6-30pm- St Boiler Care Packages
—not in all areas
Loange Bar Founs Contact your local
Sunday te Tharsday 6pm to 10tm depot in Inverness
iday & Saturday 6 i LO-CALL FUEL DELIVERIES
% coof i e 0845 300 88 44
& ; LO-CALL HEATING SERVICES
A A ey 0845 300 88 66
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