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PANE FOR JUNIOR

Top of the Division
Boleskine's Senior Team is still top of North Division
3, having only dropped one point in the five league

Boleskine Junior Shinty Club is to appear on the BBC's
Children's programme on March 22nd. Filming took place at
Kilgraston School in Perth in July of last year.
annual summer training camp for the under 16 year olds and
so the BBC took the chance to gain insight into the sport.
The kids thoroughly enjoyed their big day out in front of the
cameras and are looking forward to secing themselves on TV
Coaching sessions are now taking place at Farr on Thursday
nights 7-8pm for the younger players and 8-9pm for adults.

It was the
games played.

Junior Club Championship) they are due to play
Kingussie in the quarter finals. If Boleskine can
overcome this formidable team and advance to the
semi-finals, (the first time since 1966) then it would be
a remarkable achievement.

ENOR

In the Sutherland Cup (Scotland’s

Pledge of support needed for
Young People

Chief Inspector John MacDonald of
the Northern Constabulary has assured
the Boleskine Bulletin in a recent
interview that there arc no plans to
develop the property known as the
‘outreach centre' in Foyers as a drug
rchabilitation centre. The police
service are committed to looking at
options for the site which includes
possible redevelopment as an
establishment for training and
educating youngsters from all over
Scotland.

Misunderstandings had developed
recently within Foyers. The Chief
Inspector explained that funding had
to be secured to enable the
development to be carried forward and
that the police were looking for any
suitable sources. These sources could
be charities, the business sector or in
partnership with Local Authorities and
communities as well as Scottish and
National government.

A charity known as 'Scotland Against
Drugs', is an organisation dedicated to
the education of young people to
enable them to make informed lifestyle
decisions, were prepared to support the
venture to the tune of £150,000 over a
three year period. Chief Inspector
MacDonald emphasised that one of the
conditions of any funding scheme has
to be the support of the community.

At the public meeting in January,
although many present had no
objection to the project, there was a
group against the proposals. Lack of
strong support meant the deadline for
the grant was missed and the money
has been lost. However, Northern
Constabulary did get agreement to
work on a business plan providing
several options which they will put to
the community for further
consultation.  Alternatives included
selling the site for redevelopment as a
commercial venture,

Gales cause damage

In the recent gales, high waves on Loch
Ness caused the North Star ( a converted
in-shore fishing boat) to break its
moorings in Foyers Bay. It is now
beached on the gravel shore and it
appears that its owner Neil Ellis of
Foyers House faces quite a task to get it
afloat again. Trees all over the area had
to struggle against the wind. Near
Gorthleck, a large block of conifers
suffered from wind blow along the track
known as the Vennel. On hill ground by
Migavie many of the remaining old birch

trees suffered badly Some were
uprooted in the high winds and
waterlogged ground.




Prevent Crime

Northern Constabulary is playing a more pro-
active role to help us combat crime in our area. A
crime prevention caravan will be touring the
Highlands during the next few weeks. It will be in
both Foyers and Gorthleck for approx. two hours
and during that time it will be possible to take any
valuable or sentimental article along to be marked
with an ultra violet pen. The police can then log
the item so that if stolen the article can be more
casily traced.

There is also a scheme in partnership with Help
the Aged aimed at providing anyone over the age
of sixty with free door and window locks, door
chains, smoke detectors, etc. Billy Zuckert, the
local Help the Aged rep. is uniformed and has a
liveried van. He can fit things free and will even
change light bulbs or install most things.

For either of these services contact Foyers or Fort
Augustus Police Station on 01456 486222 or 01320
366222 between 9am and Spm on weekdays.

More Traffic?

Boleskine Bulletin readers are facing frustrating waits
at the road works at Holm Mills where a large
roundabout is being created to link up with the
southern distributor road. Trees have been felled in
the process and it appears that an attractive approach
to Inverness will become a concrete jungle if the plans
for another supermarket (perhaps Tesco's fourth in
the town) and petrol filling station plus a 40 bed
motel come to fruition. Councillor Ella MacRae has
expressed her concern that care should be taken to
ensure that the
development and
landscaping is of high
quality. Will  the
consequent easier access
to the B862 mean more
commercial traffic
through our area onto
single track roads
unsuited to heavier
volumes of traffic?

Your rubbish — your views
COMPOST ROT from BEN

The Highlands is at a turning point in how it manages its waste. In
September/October last year a consultation exercise was carried out
by the Highland Waste Strategy Group to find out how we, the
public, wanted our waste dealt with. There were five options
ranging from incineration and pyrolysis to local composting and
recycling. Seven hundred people responded, including quite a few
from Stratherrick. This is the highest number of consultation
responses received by any Waste Strategy area in Scotland. The
findings show that 83% of respondents prefer the option of local
composting and recycling.  Pyrolysis followed with 30%.
Incineration, central composting and anaerobic digestion scored
worst. 85% of respondents said they would be willing to separate
their waste at source; 90% gave their views on how waste could be
minimised; and 90% gave views on how to increase the amount of
waste recycled. The Highland Waste Strategy Group hopes to
reach a decision about what to do with our rubbish by March. BEN
will be attending a meeting to give our views. Let's hope they
listen to public opinion!

The next compost form for all our rotters will be going out in
April. Meanwhile keep composting!! P.S. There are a few more
bins available, a bargain at £5 (retail price £39.99). If anyone
requires a second one or would like to join the scheme, please
contact Heather on 486 774.

REAL NAPPIES - tops
for little bots

The Highland Real Nappy Project (HRNP) is
gathering pace. Leaflets about the scheme are
now available at the Medical Centre, Lower ‘
Foyers where we also hope to have a few samples N
available for parents to see during Real Nappy / ¥ A
Week (22nd-26th April). We will also have a _ .~ \
display in the main library in town during that L4 3“34
week. HRNP was set up to raise awareness of the

alternatives to disposables, not just for the environment and health
of their babies but also for the family budget. Using real nappies
can save around £600 for a first child and they can be used again
for siblings! If anyone wants to know more about the project
contact Heather on 486 774 or Penny on 01479 821114,

s

Milk-round stops

Stratton Dairy has decided that after five years it is no longer viable for it to send a van along
Stratherrick. In 1997 Strattons took over Inverness Farmers Dairies and continued the run which had
been established a few years earlier. Mr. MacKenzie of Stratton assures customers that they are
welcome to come to the main depot in Inverness to pick up milk - in bottles - at any time. The depot
is situated in the Longman Industrial estate across the roundabout from Halfords and is open from
7.30am to 3.30pm Monday to Friday, closing 11.30 on Saturdays.
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COMMUNITY COUNCIL

John Campbell (chair) 486 240 Highland
Fiona Kirkland (sec) 486 283 : Meetings are held in Foyers Power
Tine Butterworth (tres.) 486 275 Councillor Station or Stratherrick Hall on the last
i b Mrs Ella Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm.
i ly & Maodongal 486366 MacRae Minutes can be seen in the Foyers shop.
Liam Macnally 486 605
Sandy Macpherson 01463 751213 01463 751 DATES OF MEETINGS :
Eileen Martin 486 661 March 28th- Foyers; Apnil 25th -
Martyn Bateman 486273 203 Gorthleck; May 23rd - Foyers.
Minutes of Meetings Held since last Issue of BB
. TUESDAY 27th NOVEMBER 2001 (abridged)

Stratherrick PTA — request for donation for Christmas
Pantomime - C.C. agreed £50.00

Highland Council — Education Department — consultation on
replacing Drummond School with a multi-service centre of
excellence, a new school at Inshes and an extension to Millburn
Academy. A sub-committee was formed to review the propos-
als — Mrs Martin, Mrs Bunterworth and Mr A Fraser.
Stratherrick Feis - It was agreed to donate £50.00 .
Treasurer The balance of the current account stands at
£1261.17

Planning Full plans for the two housing sites at Duhallow,
Errogie and Camoch, Errogie have been submitted. There
were no objections raised.

Roads and Transport School Bus Contracts -There was some
concern raised that the school bus contract, as a result of
tendering, has been awarded to an Inverness company, thus
taking away local employment. The issue of adverse road
condition necessitating children being taken home early , when
the contractor is based in Inverness, was also raised. The
secretary was instructed to write to Highland Council stating
the concerns.

Dores to Foyers road - The secretary was instructed to write
to Forest Enterprise, asking them to cut back the trees and
bushes that have become overgrown at the viewpoints over-
looking Loch Ness.

Foyers School Crossing — Cllr Mrs Macrae has allocated more
money to the footpath to the school and has spoken to Mr
MacInnes (Roads and Transport Manager). There is hope that
the work will be starting in the near future.

Road to Lower Foyers — Concern was raised at the narrowness
of the road at the first bend and the drop at the road side,
especially if traffic meets.

Gritting — There was concern at the lack of road gritting and
clearing on the two occasions when snow has fallen this year.
The secretary was instructed to write to the Convenor of the
Highland Council to make them aware of the communities
concerns.

Drainage and Ditches — The drains from the old shop in
Gorthleck are not coping with the flow of water from the
hillside, resulting in it flowing across the road. The secretary
was instructed to write to the roads department to highlight this
problem and the fact that many ditches in the area require
attention.

Tipping - A fridge freezer has been dumped off the end of
Foyers Pier. The secretary was asked to write to the Hydro
board,.

Paths Network - There is a new scheme starting for renewing,
upgrading and forming pathways.

Mr M Houston - Thanked the community council for their
contribution to the firework display,

TUESDAY 22 JANUARY 2002 (abridged)
Correspondence:Thanks from Stratherrick PTA; Forestry
Commission — re; Annual report,SMP Play grounds — product

+ information

Treasurer: payments — Canon — £12.01 Hall charges -

£80.00, Viking stationery - £88.72, Stratherrick PTA - £50.00

* Stratherrick Fies - £50.00 S. Loch Ness Nursery £50.00;
Transfer to project account - £500.00. A deposit of £6.30 for
photocopying was also made. Balance: Current a/c - £436.74;
Project a/c - 1507.30

Planning The planning application for the two sites at Wester
Drummond was withdrawn. The application for a house at
Cultic was deferred on the grounds that it goes against the plan
for houses in the countryside. More and more planning applica-
tions are being turned down for the same reason. The

H.R.Councilors are going to discuss with the Scottish Executive
the problems that are being incurred. There is strong feelings
that people do not only want new housing within the boundaries
of villages and towns.

Policing:Police Const. Macleod gave the Community Council
the incident figures for the Foyers beat, which covers from
Aldourie to Knockie, for 2000 and 2001. For the past five years
the number of incidents have averaged 250 — 300, making it by
far the quietest rural beat and the number of incidents have not
been increasing significantly, as in other areas. It was felt that
the new signs at the bend above Knockie have influenced the
drop in the number of road traffic accidents. Speeding is still a
major concern and more speed checks are planned for the
coming year. There have been a number of ‘undesirables’ from
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Inverness in and around Dores and Foyers in recent weeks. The
Police plan to increase their ‘visibility” in the area to deter then
from making problems.

Roads and Transport
Gritting - The roads at Riverside. Alt Na Goire were found to
have been missed off the gritting schedule and have been
reinstated, as has the road up to Foyers school, although any
gritting done to it must be financed by the Education depart-
ment. The Budget Working group at Highland Council are
trying to allocate more funds for gritting, however, Education
and Social Work have been given the priority for funding, so
money must be redistributed from there.
Mr J Stoddart retires in May. Mr McInnes should be written
10, to request that he be replaced.
Foyers — Dores road - Forest Enterprise responded to the letter
sent requesting that the trees and shrub be cut back along the
viewpoints. They have limited funds this year and wondered if
the community could make it a project, to which they would
give their support and backing. Mr Campbell agreed to take the
matter up with the Tourist Group.

Foyers School Crossing — Plans have been drawn up and the
work is being started this year. The possibility of having a
lollipop person was raised, but it was thought there would not
be enough children to justify the position.

Bailey Bridge at Foyers - The land at either end of the bridge
had still not been seeded with grass, so that it still looks
unsightly and the earth is washing away. It was agreed that
Forest Enterprise should be contacted to request that the work
be completed.

Paths Network — It was established that this scheme is really
for footpath schemes such as the ones round Foyers. It could
be used to start a network of paths in the Stratherrick area.
Katy Stirling should be contacted and it could be discussed by
the Tourist Group.

The Queens Golden Jubilee — It is suggested that each
community hold a celebration of some kind. The C. C. re-
ceived a ‘Toolkit’ to help with ideas and planning. It was
agreed to think of some ways that Statherrick and Foyers may
celebrate and it will be discussed more fully at the next meet- .

ing.

TUESDAY 26 FEBRUARY (subject to approval)
Correspondence: N.O.S.W.A - notification that the Inverness
treatment works at Loch Ashie is in operation. BEN. -a
request had been made for funding. It was agreed that as the
work being carried out benefited the community and therefore
£100.00 should be given to the group. B.E.N. and Forest
Enterprise are working together to tidy up the area of ground
down the Vennel at Gorthleck.

Army - invitation to presentation on 8 April at Eden Court.
Provisionally, Mrs Butterworth, Mrs Kirkland and Mr
Campbell have agreed to go.

Treasurer: The project account remains at £1507.30 and the
current account stands at £386.74, the cheque for £50.00 for
Foyers School having been deducted.

Planning:Erection of house and farm building at Tomvoit
Croft, Gorthleck ~ the council supported this application on the
grounds that the 13 acre site was to be worked as a croft.
Dores to Foyers road viewpoints — PRIN have been ap-
proached for funding and two representatives — Nicole Wallace
and Karen Thompson, are to attend the March meeting where it
can be discussed. Clir Mrs MacRae is also looking for funding,
i.e. CE.D. which would match any money raised by the
community. Ideally Forest Enterprise would be asked to carry

' Wanted

Ideas for the Queens Golden
Jubilee
How could we celebrate?
a tree, a bench, a street party, a
bonfire.......summer ball?

Phone Fiona 486 283 with sug-
gestions or if you would like to
be involved

Let's make it a date to be re-
membered!

out the work.

Queens Golden Jubilee — The celebration does not have to be
a ‘party’ as such. Ideas that were put forward were; tree
planting; Photo exhibition of the community over the past 50
years, Summer ball; Combine it with the scheme at the Vennel;
Join Stratherrick PTA in their activities; A sub committee will
be formed at the next meeting.

Loch Ness shoreline clean-up - Dores and Essic C.C. are
organizing a clean-up day and it has been proposed that the
Stratherrick and Foyers people work from Foyers towards
Whitefields. Suggestions that we approach the schools to get
the children involved were made, but it was agreed that clarifi-
cation about insurance and protective clothing should be sought
first. Some areas of shoreline maybe more easily accessed by
boat. It was also suggested that there should be some sort of
event planned for the end of the day, such as a dance.
Marathon from Whitebridge to Inverness 29 September -
the C.C. were informed that this event has been organized. with
upto 2000 competitors expected . There was surprise that no
one from the community had been consulted and a lot if
concerns were raised. The secretary was asked to try to find out
some answers for the next meeting.

Planning Applications since last Bulletin

Forest Enterprise, 1 Highlander Way, Inverness Business Park,
for proposed development, land at Knockie North and Knockie
South, Whitebridge; Hugh Goldsmith, 13 Woodstock Rd,
Chiswick, London for erection of dwellinghouse, Moor of
Knockchoilum, Whitebridge; Kim Haywood, Heatherly,
Errogie for erection of house and farm building, land at Wester
Tomvoit Croft, Gorthleck.

Community photocopier
in Stratherrick Hall operates by card with an honesty box .
A key to the hall can be arranged with Cathy Stoddart on
486 329

page 4
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The

o YJacobites...

A Major Historical Project...

Foyers School has started a project on the Jacobites and their connections with the Foyers-
Boleskine district. The project will be carried out in collaboration with Aldourie School
thanks to generous support by Councillor Ella MacRae and Highland Council.

Our Visit to Culloden Battle Field by Hannah Burgess

We went to Culloden Battle Field because the very last battle on mainland Britain was fought
there and because we are doing a big project on the Jacobites. This is what we learned:

On the 16th April 1746 there was a great battle to claim the British throne. It was fought be-
tween the Hanoverians (the King's supporters) and the Jacobites (Charles Edward Stuart’s sup-
porters).

For the battle, the type of clothing was important. It was really bad to turn up at the battle with
baggy clothes that would trip you over. The Hanoverians wore a red uniform. A red coat, red
trousers, white leg covers, black shoes and a smart black hat. The Jacobites wore tartan. The
tartan included a plaid, socks and a blue bonnet.

Weapons were extremely important for a battle. Many of the Jacobites had a dirk, a broad
sword, a targe, a powder horn, a pouch for ammunition and a pistol. The Hanoverians had dif-
ferent weapons. They had muskets, swords and cannon.

At Culloden Battle Field there is a cottage called Old Leanach Cottage. We visited it. It was
originally used as a house but when the occupiers heard about the battle, they grabbed what
they could and went far away. When the Hanoverians saw the cottage they simply took it over
and turned it into a surgery for wounded soldiers.

For the injured Jacobites there was a well nearby. But the Hanoverians did not want Jacobites
to survive so the order was given that every Jacobite was to be killed. A lot of Jacobites were
found at the well and these were killed too. The blood from the dead men poured down the
well and the water turned red. So it was called ‘The Well of the Dead’ and it was the end of
the battle. Prince Charlie fled for his life and wasn't seen again by the Hanoverians.

- BOLESKINE BULLETIN:
Foyers School Supplement

Monument which marks the
place where Prince Charles ——
Edward Stuart first arrived on
the Scottish mainiand




Foyers School Supplement

If you look at a red squirrel
you will see that it is smaller
than the grey squirrel.. They
also have ear tufts which grey
squirrels don't have.

In many areas red squirrels
began to be replaced by grey
squirrels. No one really
knows why red squirrels can't
live where there are grey
squirrels but maybe they can't
compete for food as well.

The numbers of red squirrels
also dropped because man cut
down many of the trees
where they built their nests.

Red squirrels live mainly
around conifer trees and build
their nests out of hay, twigs
and leaves. Their nests are
called dreys and are built in
the branches or hollows of
trees and are lined with soft
hair and moss.

Red squirrels usually have one
litter every year and about
three babies are born.

Many people think that squir-
rels hibernate in the winter
but they don't although they
do gather and store food
ready for the winter.

Easter Sale

Foyers School’s an-
nual Easter sale will
be held in the school
hall between 10.00
a.m. and 12.00 noon
on Saturday, 23rd
March. All are most
welcome!

Boleskine Bulletin

How we can help the
Red Squirrel

There are four main things
that are being done to help
the red squirrel:

I They are protected by
law.

y £ In Northern Scotland
people are planting
forests with the red
squirrel’s favourite
trees in them.

3. In this area, squirrel
bridges have been
strung across roads.

4. There are road signs
warning motorists
about squirrels on the
roads.

lain Craven and
Ryan MacDonald

Fluorescent Jackets

Oark winter evenings no
longer present the dangers
that they did a few months
ago. The children of Foy-
ers, Stratherrick and
Aldourie Schools are now
kitted out with bright fluo-
rescent jackets—thanks to
Northern Constabulary and,

Wildlife Corner

Where the Red Squirrels
live in the British Isles.

in particular, our local
police officer, Constable
Torquil MacLeod. Money
for the jackets was con-
tributed by local commu-
nity councils and busi-
nesses.

See the picture in this issue
of the Boleskine Bulletin.

Spring Issue
March 2002

Some facts about
Squirrels...

They ore dark red-
brown in colour with
tufts on their ears.

Their nests or dreys 2

are about 6m. above
the ground.

Their number dropped 3

at the beginning of the
20th Century.

They eot nuts, acorns, 4

berries and pine seeds.

They ore about 42cm. 5

long. They are smaller
than grey squirreks.

They are the only 6

squirrel which is native
to Britain.

They have lived in
Britain since prehis-
toric times.
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Growing up in Gorthleck in the 50’s and 60’s

My birth certificate tells me that I was born in Raigmore
Hospital (the old prefabricated one) on 29th November 1953,
Robert Leslie were the names my parents settled on. I think
they chose well. [ don’t remember much about the event and
the next few years are also a bit hazy. In January 1958 I
was packed off to Boleskine School (that's right, the old one)
up by the church. Apparently I made such a fuss that cold
winter that intakes were subsequently restricted to Easter and
Summer.

Anyway, time for a little bit about my family. Dad Robin
drove a lorry contracted to the council roads department and
worked his croft part time while mum Kitty had her hands
full looking after four growing boys, myself, Donald (b
1954), Andrew (b 1958) and young Ian (b 1963).

School, one big classroom/dining room with twenty odd
pupils, large anthracite burning stove and Mrs. McDonald
our teacher who lived in the house at the side. In Dad’s day
there were over sixty children in two rooms, the second one a
general-purpose area by my time. It was just over a mile to
school from our house but transport was only available to
those who lived a mile and a half from the school so for
ourselves and the Chisholms along the road it was the
walking bus. Forty years ago the only traffic we encountered
was the school car and the postie. By 1963 there were half a
dozen of us making the walk together, 20 to 30 mins. in the
morning but up to twice as long on the way home. There
were so many distractions and exploration opportunities if
the weather was good and no jobs were waiting to be done at
home. We might look for frog spawn in the roadside ditches
and moorland pools or wander along the loch shore looking
for gull’s nests or skimming stones.

In many respects that small school was as much like an
extended family as a serious place of learning but learn we
did, Mrs. McDonald made sure of that. Looking back I think
she made a pretty good job of teaching us. If I shut my eyes
detailed memories like standing in front of her small table
reciting my daily dose of mental arithmetic, the big
“teachers” desk with her strap inside being used only for
serious moments. Involving the older ones in helping the
youngsters do their reading was the kind of “interactive”
teaching that I remember with fondness.

On cold winter days one of the real highlights was morning
break when we all sat round the big stove at the front of the
room drinking our milk ration, a third of a pint which all
schoolchildren used to get and which had already been
warmed through on that same stove. In the winter of 1963 a
big snowfall blocked all the roads and there was no school
for a week. Alister Chisholm senior was kept busy with the
snowplough mounted on his wee grey Fergie. How he
moved as much snow as he did with that little tractor I'll
never know, and no centrally heated cab to keep him warm,
just a good thick overcoat. On the first day of the snow we
sat trapped in the house with drifts piled against the window
while dad dug a narrow path out to the byre so that he could
feed and milk the cows.

In contrast, summers always seemed to be longer and sunnier

when we were young - long walks around the loch and
fishing trips or games of hide and seek around the croft with
brothers and friends. Hay making epitomises summer on the
croft for me; there is something especially satisfyving about
turning the cut grass with a pitchfork and releasing its
smells, then gathering it into small rainproof ricks till later
in the summer when it would all be piled up into two or
three large stacks to last our four cows through the winter.
Excitement came to the kids on the croft with the arrival of
Alister Chisholm’s binder in early autumn. Dad had, with
our help, been cutting a tractor width track round the edge of
the field of ripening corn (oats but everyone used the generic
term ‘corn’) so that nothing was wasted when the machinery
arrived. This great complicated machine being towed behind
the tractor was about to cut, gather and tie into sheaves the
whole 2 acre field of corn. All that remained for us to do was
to stand the sheaves on their end in groups of eight or ten.
These stooks would then be left in the field for three or four
weeks to dry out before we would gather them for building
up in stacks alongside the already stacked hay.

Late October was the time to lift and gather potatoes. Dad
had a spinner that was pulled by the tractor, digging up the
potatoes and scattering them on the surface for hand
gathering. This was always my least favourite job as by the
end of the day hands were cold and back aching from
constant stooping. The potatoes, however, were safely stored
in a clamp covered with straw and earth, safe from the
winter frosts.

An abiding winter memory is of the pain from thawing
fingers in the warmth of the kitchen after a spell out in the
turnip field. Pulling, topping and tailing turnips till we had

~ enough to fill the trailer. Once in, basket loads of the turnips

were sliced and fed to the cows as part of their winter ration.
In contrast the other main winter task always felt cosy —
thrashing the oats on the big machine in the barn. It took
four of us to do this, one to pass sheaves to Dad who fed
them into the thresher and two of us to control the masses of
loose straw coming out the other end and watching the level
of grain in the sacks so that none spilt onto the floor. This
was part of the diet of the large flock of laying hens that we
kept. Layers of mash and small potatoes boiled up made up
the rest of their diet. Very little other than fertiliser was
bought in.

Springtime always heralded frantic activity with ploughing
followed by planting and sowing. I always marvelled at
Dad’s ability to hand sow a field of oats or grass then see the
new shoots come evenly through the ground. Meanwhile,
inside, my mum would be making gorgeous butter or
crowdie using the flush of milk that followed the birth of a
new calf Those are just a few of the things I remember from
the first twelve years of my life. We didn’t have a television
then and you know, I didn’t miss it. All the best,
Leslie Fraser

PS I never have been able to live in the town, two years [
think [ lasted when I tried it.
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Ronald MacGillivray

Ronald died at home in Boleskine House last month. He was 67 and had been suffering from cancer for the past year.
He was born in Glasgow but had close ties with the Highlands. After studying in the catering trade prior to national
service Ronald entered the hotel business. Along with his wife Annette he owned several hotels before buying Boleskine
House from Jimmy Page in 1989. While renovating the dilapidated house the family lived in and ran the Grouse and
Trout in Strathnairn. He was a flamboyant man - he owned racehorses and enjoyed dressing clegantly even while
directing the building work at Boleskine. He was the Chairman of the Clan MacGillivray Association. His funeral took
place at Boleskine House where, along with his family, the gathering of friends paid tribute to his life.

Robert Alexander (Robin) Fraser

was born at Raigmore in 1922, the first son of Alexander
and Sarah of Rose Cottage, Gorthleck. His brother, Tom,
was born 18 months later. The boys grew up in the house
built some years earlier by their father, a stonemason and
crofier. Robin attended Boleskine School and Inverness
Royal Academy and then joined the Royal Air Force. He
served in France and Belgium in a ground support role. On
returning home he helped his father with building work for
a time before taking a job driving a roads maintenance lorry
for an Inverness contractor. He continued to work the croft
on evenings and weekends. In 1952 he married Catherine,
the middle of three sisters from Foyers and in the next 10
years his four sons were born. In 1968 the council took on
their own contracting and relocated the vehicles to their
Inverness depot. Robin had been used to having his lorry at

home and carrying out much of his work around
Stratherrick so he left the contractor and retrained as a
welder. Over the following years he worked on the new
power station being constructed at Foyers and afterwards
for a building firm

A mild heart attack caused him to retire in 1980 leaving
him with more time to devote to making practical
implements in wood and metal. When his grandchildren
visited they would sometimes be surprised by the
presentation of a newly completed toy. Robin continued to
enjoy reasonable health until a major stroke in 1998 left
him weakened. He retained his impish sense of humour,
though, and would often tease the nurse or his carer when
they popped in to check on him. Lesley Fraser

Dad, you will be greatly missed by all of us.
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VogaTales Off in Halél

Lots of people have been coming to the yoga class in
Stratherrick hall and we now have two classes a week.
These classes will continue throughout the year with
occasional breaks when Sylvia is away. There will be no
classes on 26th & 28th March or 2nd & 4th April and
after Easter classes will restart on Tuesday 9th April -
2.00-3.30pm and Thursday 11th April - 7.00-8.30pm.

Everyone is welcome to come to any class to try it out....
and it may be worth putting aside your pre-conceived ideas
about yoga and giving it a go.....you might get a pleasant
surprise!! Care is taken with bad backs, neck and joint
problems so that we can all benefit from yoga whatever
our condition and, if you are athletic, you will also find
yoga stretching can enhance and complement your
Cost is £3 per session or £10 for 4. Please don’t eat
immediately before the class, wear something warm and
comfortable and bring a mat (preferably non-slip).
Contact Sylvia on 01456 486252 for further information.

Jock Stoddart or 'Scoopy’ as he was
known in his Shinty days) is due to retire at the
end of May this year. He has worked steadily and
unobtrusively; clearing culverts and drains,
sweeping leaves, opening up clogged ditches and
hand-sanding icy parts of the roads on dangerous
hill stretches, giving a cheery wave to passers by.
Unfortunately, it seems doubtful that he will be
replaced. The powers that be will need persuading
to do this as it is very much in all of our interests.

Norma takes over

Stratherrick School has a new auxiliary teacher.
Norma Charmley from Invernarnie has taken over
from Fiona Kirkland who gave birth to Abigail
Rose in January. Norma has two young girls of
her own who attend Farr primary school but in
recent years the family regularly attended the

Toddlers group in Stratherrick Hall. As an

Boleskine Camanachd Club's annual
Sale of Work in Stratherrick Hall last December raised
£760. The committee would like to thank all those who
contributed so generously and also to those who attended
the sale itself .

Liz MacDonald, Secretary, Boleskine Camanachd.

auxiliary teacher she will be working a full five
days at the school assisting the two teachers.
Meanwhile Fiona, one of our Community
Councillors and at present the Secretary to the
Council, will remain at home enjoying her new
baby. Abigail's father, Neil, drives for Highland
Buses and the couple live in Aberchalder.

SINGING SUCCESS Running for Animals  Disco helps fund

Five Stratherrick youngsters Wendy Bellaris, of Lower Foyers, medical equipment
entered the solo singing will be running in this year’s Grateful thanks were given by
competition at this year's Inverness London Marathon. She has run four Dulcie Drummond of

Music Festival. Sophie times before, raising money for Whitebridge to all those who
Chattington, Roma Macrae, Laurie animal charities. This year she has supported and contributed to the
Chattington, John Fraser and chosen A.C.E. (Animal Care in Disco held in Stratherrick Hall on

Laurence Parrott have all been hard Egypt) and the LF.P.H.

5th January. A profit of £80 was

at work over the last two months (International Fund for the raised, after expenses were paid.
practising their songs. The Protection of Horses). Wendy is This has been donated to the local
adjudicator, Janice Kelly, praised trying to raise as much as she can to medical centre and will be used
their efforts individually. John and help animals in distress. If you towards the purchase of

Laurie came first in their class and would like to sponsor her (and equipment. Dulsie thanks all
were awarded distinctions. anything you can spare will make a who helped make this a success!
Laurie's mother, Heather, said they difference) please contact her at

were all delighted and were 15, Riverside, Lower Foyers.

grateful to Margaret Campbell for Tel. 486727.
her hard work and enthusiasm in

coaching the children.

pa

Without Rain there would be no Rainbows
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Great Glen Way Opens

The final opening of the long awaited Great Glen Way takes
place on 30th April. Katy Stirling, Highland Council’s
Ranger, says that there are some brilliant new sections that
have just been opened up, particularly the stretch from
Craig Dunain hospital to Blackfold and Achpopuli to
Drumnadrochit through Craig Nay. She will be taking a
guided walk along this section on 11th May.

The Foyers leaflet has been reprinted with new mapping
and a few changes. Watch out as some of the way markers
are soon to be reshuffled to match the leaflet. Katy hopes to
have a mini launch of the leaflet and the network at the start
of May. The paths to the viewpoints are being improved.
Mark Hedderwick, the contractor, will be tackling the
difficult upgrade of the footpath to the upper viewpoint.
Owing to limited access, steep slopes and the rock drilling/
cutting required, it will take at least two weeks to complete.

In Foyers, NOSWA will be paying for the repair of the
footpath damage caused by their septic tank/flooding. This
work will begin shortly. Visitor numbers to the Falls site
recorded 72919 visitors for 2001. That's up from 68806 in
2000 despite foot and mouth, the busiest year since the
people counters were installed.

-Z - -t - r- -%
- NS G e - -3 -z

nghland Ranger Gulded Walks

l‘f’ Saturday 11th May 1-4pm. The Great Glen Way 1 /'
" (8km/5miles). Celebrate the opening of the Great Glen
'V Way by walking the new Achpopuli to Drumnadrochit ;.

\]' section. A minibus will return us to the start. M~

l" Sunday 12th May 2-5pm. The Great Glen Way 2 /'
Y (6.5km/4miles). Starting from Craig Dunain, /
\/ Inverness, this walk follows a newly built stretch of the ,,

+ Great Glen Way to Blackfold. A minibus returns us to
\|/ tlw start. k
, Book a place for both these walks on 01463 724260, #

 Tuesday 21st May 7.30-9pm. Loch Farr |
Vs (3km/2miles). A delightful walk around Loch Farr.
W Wellies required! Meet in Forest Enterprise lay-by on |

| the Farr to Garbole road (Grid ref NH 683 310). ’

\ Wednesday Sth June 2-Spm. Explore Glen Tarffl
J, (Skm/3miles). We follow the historical Wade Road out ,-
, of Fort Augustus before returning through beautiful
" Glen Tarfl, stopping to admire Culachy Falls. Meet at "
‘Lowctoxlachymstoﬂ’unArdachyRoad.Fon"‘
v " Augustus (Grid ref. NH 377 074). A

~
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Farr Traditional Music
For those who missed Daimh in concert on
Saturday, Farr will have Rod Paterson and Pete
Clark on 13th April. Tickets from Riverside
Gallery, Inverness, Inverernie Stores, Farr or
Alasdair Forbes on 01808 521333.

Treefest Scotland 2002

- a celebration of Scotland's trees, woods and forests.
Treefest is a Scottish Executive initiative being driven
Jforward by the Forestry Commission. The idea is to have a
vear long programme of events celebrating Scotland's
trees, showing how trees impact our lives and contribute to
our natural, cultural and economic well-being.

We certainly have a wealth of trees to celebrate in this area.
At Inverfarigaig a Douglas Fir was planted to celebrate the
Queen’s Coronation fifty years ago. In the grounds of
Foyers Hotel there is a huge land-mark of a tree - a Lawson
Cypress (Chamaecyparis lawsoniana). There is a line of
beautiful lime trees up the Craigdarroch road and a line of
Western Red Cedars along the road near the medical centre.
Across the footbridge over the river Foyers are quite a
number of notable trees. There are two or three Redwoods
(Sequoia), one at least 26 metres high and next to it a
mature Monkey Puzzle (4raucaria) with two smaller ones
beside it. There were a number of Monkey Puzzle seeds
lying on the road this year shed from the large female
cones. The very old buttressed tree which has at one time
been protected by an iron fence, part of which is embedded
in one of the tree's branches, is a Western Red Cedar (Thuja
Plicata). It was the meeting place of Foyers teenagers who
sat in its branches watching the world go by when traffic
flowed across the bridge. Were these exotic trees planted by
the Frasers of Foyers in the early cighteen hundreds?

Up near Elmbank, behind the sheds, is a group of very
ancient Yew trees (Taxus baccata) reputedly planted in the
shape of a Celtic cross; originally eight, but reduced to
seven. The road to the burial ground is lined with
magnificent Beech trees while above the burial ground 1s
varied native woodland with unfortunately little
regeneration because of deer and sheep grazing (common
all over the area). Down on the walk by the loch beside
Foyers Bay, trees were planted to screen the aluminium
works from the loch. Among those are very tall Silver Firs,
Horse Chestnuts, Sycamores, European Larch and Scots
Pine. The woodland walk continues through a coppiced
native Hazel wood which is the best place for miles around
to see the spring flowers - Celandines, Aconites,
Woodsorrel, Primroses and wild Hyacinths
and up at the Falls of Foyers one can see the
magnificent native Scots Pines clinging to the
sides of the gorge.

How indebted we are to those far seeing souls
who planted these trees! How many trees
have we ourselves planted for our
descendants? Can anyone write in about the
trees of Stratherrick for our next issue?

Native Stranger

Around 30 people were at the Hall recently to hear a talk by author
Alastair Scott. The slide show, which followed the Hall AGM, was
an account of a journey around Scotland while collecting material
for his book “Native Stranger”.
Alastair was able to illustrate his wide knowledge, recounting many
fascinating stories and statistics about his native land.

Through superb photographs,
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Below — at Drumtemple Parish Church on 10th September
2001, ceremony conducted by Rev. J. Christie, Kirsty,
daughter of Carol Taylor , Scaniport (former cook at
Stratherrick Primary School and of Errogie) married Lee
Williamson, Londonderry, Northern Ireland.

Above — Sarah Bell of ‘Craigview ', Gorthleck and William
McGuigan of Muirpark Street, Glasgow were married at
Inverness Registrars on the 9th February. William is a
Lance Corporal with the Ist Battalion Royal Highland
Fusiliers

Stratherrick Primary School children
proudly show off their new safety
Jjackets, presented by local policeman
Torquil MacLeod on behalf of the
Northern Constabulary. The jackets
have been sponsored by local
businesses.




_'.1
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Above — Burns Supper in the Hall. Hugh Nicol addresses the Haggis. Inset — James Horne on the wee pipes

South Loch Ness Nursery is growing! - a report from Rory Robinson
After the Christmas break we welcomed three new children, Grant, Owen and Poppy. This increased enrolment by 50%
overnight and may soon rise to double figures. Most of the children will be staying for another year from August. After
vy mmy lengthy discussions with our landlord, the
nursery is hoping to acquire more space
at the unit at Lower Foyers. The extra
room will make an enormous difference,
but essential improvements will need to
be made. Financial assistance is being
sought and any offers of skills or
materials would be gratefully received

Since the New Year, the children have
been involved in the NH.S ‘Fun with
Fruit’ project, sampling an array of fruit
and various sprouted seeds and beans
Related activities have included drawing
and crafts with fruit and vegetables
There was an outing to Lochardil school
to hear about Nessie the Naughty Nibbler
. < as part of the ‘Highland Smiles’ project to
— . encourage good oral health. Chinese
: New Year was celebrated with dragons
and a stir fry. For Burns Night the
children learned Wee Willie Winkie in Scots! Rose Kern has been conducting ‘Music is Fun' sessions. Soundproofing may
well be on the list for the upgrading of the premises. An important part of the nursery activities involves appreciating the
outdoors. Katy Stirling, the Highland Council Countryside ranger, has kindly offered to organise a ‘nature trail’ in the
Spring. This will complement the activities of the nursery, planting bulbs and seeds and tending the garden.

If you feel you have any skill or knowledge which you could share with the children please contact Rory on 486669, Mary
Campbell 486460, Jenni McAdam 486477 or Mandy Stoddart 486673
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BURNS SUPPER

To start the Burns Night at the Hall
Hugh Nicol bid us welcome all.

Sixty of us took our place,

Admired the tartan, paintings fair,
To start, of course, the Selkirk Grace,
And then we heard the noble air

Of James the piper followed by

Jane with Haggis on a plate

And it was fine, oh my, oh my,

Sat there waiting for its fate.

Hugh was stood there with large knife,
Addressed this beastie good and loud
Before it suffered more than strife,
Slashed apart, he did it proud.

The food was good we all agreed,
Jane, Janet, helpers all could boast.
A dram and wine to help us feed
And sweets divine led to the Toasts.

The Sheriff - witty, clever chap
Read us some of Tam o'Shanter.
Didn’t even need a nap,

With such entertaining banter.

The Lassies and The Response followed, given by Eddie
Moore and Councillor Kathleen Matheson, punctuated
and followed by songs from Bob Mitchell and music by
Roy Campbell, Fiona Duncan and Alex Sutherland who
all continued to play for the Dancing.

It was a night of talk and song, music and laughter
And we all had a jolly time,

Burns would have liked the drams and after,

I'm not so sure about this rhyme!

Thanks to all who contributed and came along.

More Hall Events

The Hall has obtained a grant by the Scottish Arts Council to
stage three events by professional performers this year (see
back page). A Highland Festival production is proposed for
late May/early June. The Committee needs more members
to help with organising this Hall programme, ongoing
maintenance, improvements to facilities, etc. — please come
forward if interested. Meetings are informal and
approximately once a month, usually on Monday evenings.

To receive details of events, join the mailing list by
contacting: Dave Bradwell
Tel. 486377 or email d bradwell@ukonline.co.uk.

Cathie Stoddart has retired as Bookings Secretary. Bookings
should now be made with Judith Borup on 486464 or if
unobtainable with 486377.

Christian Comment

In the natural world we are familiar with the miracle of new
life from a seemingly dead seed - we enjoy Spring and the
Summer that follows. Can there be a parallel in our human
experience in the spiritual world? The apostle Paul, in his
first letter in the Bible to the Church in Corinth argues this
case in the 15th chapter - a passage that is often read at
Christian funeral services. The proof is to be seen in the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ - the foundation of the
Christian Church. This is what we celebrate at Easter.

Christian Aid week is from May 12-19th when collectors will
call on as many homes in the parish as is possible - if you
would like to assist, please phone Martyn Bateman on 01456
486273. Thankyou.

Urquhart Castle Visitor Centre is now open.
An adult ticket is £5, concession £3-75 and child (between 5
and 16) £1-20. This gives access to the shop, café, exhibition
centre and auditorium showing a film of the history of the
castle, and of course entry to the castle itself. One wonders
how this will affect business in Drumnadrochit?
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