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LAST GASPS FOR
HELP

he Boleskine Bulletin will fold after this October's issue unless

I it receives more help. For the last three years a small and dedi

cated team has seen to its production, distribution and finances

but it needs more support if it is to continue. Praised by people both

within and outwith the community, the Bulletin has proved great for

spreading local news and views, provoking the odd controversy and

keeping folk in touch with what's going on. It has great potential and it

would be sad to see it die. This is a last cry for help - our wants are
listed on page 5.

BRGNP

Highland Festival

theatrecollective@highland proudly presents

The Accidental Death of an Accordionist
by Eunan Martin and Dave Smith

Thursday 7th June Gorthleck Village Hall 8pm £6/4
an irreverent evening of reel singing, dancing, drinking and

murder!

| Glengirnie’s holding its grand ceilidh and the village is out in force. |}
| Master of Ceremonies for the evening John Angus is loosening up I
his vocal chords with a couple of drams, Aly the accordionist and
! his band have promised not to be late, the raffle’s ready , the bar’s i
i well stocked and Jean’s even sold a ticket to the Laird. But behind .
| the scenes, there’s trouble brewin! i
i '
I You're invited to take your partners for the first dance and join the |
I craic. But watch your back, ‘cos just below the surface of this !
I Highland idyll lurkes deceit, mistrust, jealousy, hatred and bloody I
revenge. |
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Local Mums
Take On Cafe

Two local mums are running the
tea-room at Foyers Stores this
season. Fiona MacMillan and Karen
Birch, both with catering experience,
were looking for work locally so de-
cided to take the plunge.

From now until mid Novem-
ber the tea-room will be open from
Sunday to Friday 9.30am - 5pm with
a varied menu and for those looking
for a quick tasty meal , a take-away
menu. Fiona and Kirsty will also be
selling home baking, local produce
crafts and second-hand books. Phone
486 671 if you have books to donate
or if you are looking for a market for
your own craft or produce.
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Bottle Banks
Back In
Strath

hanks to Stratherrick Hall com

mittee and the Boleskine En-
vironmental Network, bottle banks
have now been reinstated in the
newly upgraded car park. The banks
are on a trial period of 12 months.
Highland Council intends to in-
crease waste recycling provision
and has recently secured a five-year
agreement with Baillie Brothers of
Elgin for the collection of the glass.
Baillie Brothers will be taking the
glass to a processing plant in Alloa.
There are three banks for green,
white and brown glass. Any type
of glass can be putin - not just those
bottles that had contained alcohol!
Sauce bottles, jam jars, baby food
jars, big bottles and tiny bottles can
all find a home.

" Local Firemen
To The Rescue

At about S5Spm on Tuesday 13th
March David Bawden of Riverside,
Foyers set off to pick up his part-
ner Wendy from Inverness. On
starting the engine the car stalled
and then, to David's amazement,
exploded into flames. Although
shaken, he managed to get out be-
fore being hurt and rushed to alert
the nearby houses of the danger.
The Fire Brigade was called and
those people on the scene gratefully
watched as within 10 minutes the
local Fire Service was on hand and
had managed to extinguish the fire
before the Inverness crew arrived.

Local Farm Goes Organic

Willie Wilson, who runs an or
ganic farm at Dell,
Whitebridge is now fully certified
to market his home produced beef
and lamb. He uses the abattoir at
Grantown on Spey which is li-
censed to take animals raised or-
ganically. However, the problem
for all organic producers is trying
to access retail outlets. Supermar-
kets, although now selling organic
meat, only accept meat processed
by the larger abattoirs. For the
small producer this causes an im-
mediate problem as transport costs
to those abattoirs are too high. The
solution is to find local markets
where local people can buy locally
produced meat.

Willie has also taken on the distri-
bution of organic vegetables for
MacLeods of Ardersier and will be
delivering their boxes in the Fort
William and Lochaber areas every

fortnight. Both he and MacLeods
are keen to take on any orders from
this area. It is hoped that if they
can find enough customers who
would like to buy organic meat
Willie could then ‘'meat’ the demand
with his own animals.

Organic Box Scheme:

Veg boxes are £12.50 or £7.50 per
fortnight; Fruit is £5 or £3; also
available are eggs and a range of
organic dry goods. If you would
like details of the organic box
scheme run by MacLeods phone
01667 462555 and one of the fam-
ily will be able to help.

Highland Organic Association con-
tact is Susan Steven (Secretary),
Caiplich Farm, Abriachan, Inver-
ness V3 8LB Tel: 01463 861262

Over The Sea To

.......l.Dr“m‘?

venues are being explored to

reinstate a ferry service be-
tween Drumnadrochit and Foyers.
The last ferry to run was in 1933,
when ferries and deliveries by boat
round the loch were commonplace.
The marketing arm of the
Drumnadrochit Chamber of Com-
merce has obtained funding from
ILN.E. The operation of the new
ferry has recently gone out to ten-
der. "Initially the funding will be

-

for two years," says Mr Robert
Beech, Chairman of the Chamber of
Commerce, "during which time we
will research supply and demand.
The ferry service could prove very
attractive to walkers who wish to ex-
plore both sides of the loch, as well
as those who want to visit Urquhart
Castle or the Falls of Foyers with-
out a 70mile round trip." Itis hoped
that the ferry will be up and running
by early summer.



COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Chairman - John Campbell 436 240 access to photocopier

Secretary - Fiona Kirkland 436 283 The photocopier in Stratherrick

Treasurer - Ian Nisbet 486 233 Hall can now be used by anyone
Tine Butterworth 486 275 in the area. It operates by card and
Angus Fraser 486 650 there is an honesty box for people
Kenny Fraser 486 220 to pay. It is Sp per A4 copy, i.c.
Elizabeth Macdougal 486 366 10p for two sides or for an A3 copy.
Liam Macnally 486 605 A key to the hall can be arranged
Sandy Mncpberson 01463 751213 with my Stoddart on 486 329
Eileen Martin 486 661

See appendix.

Also; PRIN - information about the Scottish Land Fund.

With reference to the DTI letter concerning the future of the Post Office network, it was brought to the Coun-
cil’s attention that the future of the Foyers PO was secure. However, the Post Office at Croachy is closing
and a new sub-postmaster is being sought.

Treasurer

The project account balance stands at £1005.78 and the current account stands at £791.95, of which £50.00
has been committed to the Police for the purchase of reflective jackets.

Planning

Park Terrace, Foyers — the application hearing is to be held on April 2 at 10.00am. Mr J W Campbell will
attend. It has been recommended for refusal, objections being mainly on the grounds of the access.
Plot 4, Tom A’ Mhoid, Gorthleck - also to be heard on April 2 and also recommended for refusal, although it
may be granted planning with conditions imposed.

Balnabeeran Farm, Tomess — the secretary is to request the plans.

Roads and Transport

Transport survey — as the Council is not aware of the results of this survey, the secretary was instructed to
contact Ms Rowell. The Council was informed that all transport services are to be reviewed and to expect
changes in the coming months.

Southern Distributor road — the work will be continuing over the next year. If there are any concerns contact;
Site representative — Mr D Morrison on 01463 243131 Or Contractor representative — Mr A MacDonald on
01463 220807

Bus Services — Stagecoach and Tesco’s are operating a bus linking Holm Park and the Inverness Retail Park
store. Clir Mrs Macrae is requesting that Highland Council look into the possibility of linking the Foyers and
Whitebridge routes with Raigmore and possibly Tesco’s.

The Foyers bus has been subsidised, so reducing the fares quite substantially. Although this was welcomed,
it was felt that it discriminated against those using the Whitebridge bus. Clir Mrs Macrae will make enquir-
ies.

Bridge at Lower Foyers — the surface of the bridge has been left in a very rough condition since the work
carried out by the Forestry. Clir Mrs Macrae will inform Mr A Maclnnes.

Inverfarigaig Pass and Trinloist road — work has been carried out to improve visibility and to reduce over-
hang, however the area has been left in a very untidy condition. The secretary was instructed to write to the
Forestry to request that it be tidied up.



Water and Sewerage
Drainage — on the road between the old surgery and Foyers shop. Clir Macrae will speak to Mr Maclnnes as

the problem is affecting the main road.

Foyers sewage works — in the capital plan for 2005/2006.

General and Other Competent Business

Secretary’s allowance — there is a provision in the grant from Highland Council that the secretary should be
awarded £250.00 in recognition of work done. It was agreed that £20.00 should be given to the person
responsible for each months work.

Loch Ness project — It was agreed that the plans for the area would benefit the community, especially Foyers.
It is expected that the ferry between Drumnadrodchit and Foyers will commence this summer.

HOST has a map of the whole Loch Ness area that would be useful to have available in the Foyers shop.
Land reform — There was a joint meeting between the C.C. sub committee and B.E.N. It was decided to send
a joint letter of comments and recommendations.

Inverness Community Council Forum — Mr Nesbit attended the meeting on March 13. Topics under discus-
sion were — the proposed landfill site at Strathnairn. The Longman site has been granted a 3 year extension
and a further 3 year short term solution is to transport the waste out of the Highland region, giving the High-
land Council 6 years to decide upon the best solution to the waste disposal.

Water fluoridation — there was unanimous opposition, but it is ultimately up to the Scottish Executive
whether fluoride is added to the water supply or not.

Next for — concern about the levels of chemicals emitted into the atmosphere.
Transportation of children to Kilchuimen Academy- at present there are 4 or 5 children going to school in
Fort Augustus and it is expected that more will do so in the future. The parents requested that transportation
be provided. The C.C. was reminded that Inverness Royal Academy is the catchment school and therefore
transport is provided to go there. If parents chose to send their children elsewhere, it is their responsibility to
get them there. The Education department are very unlikely to provide two subsidised buses. It was also
pointed out that if the designated school was in Fort Augustus it may affect the service bus to Inverness. It
was suggested that the parents contact Mr Neil Murray, Area Education Manager.

Photocopier — it was agreed that a card should be kept by the photocopier for general use on an honesty basis.
This will be given a three month trial period.

SFCC Logo - The secretary was instructed to contact Mr John Joyce to locate the logo so that it could be
used on the headed paper.

South Loch Ness Nursery — at present they lease the smaller industrial unit at Lower Foyers, but they wish to
purchase it from INE and sought approval from the CC. There were no objections, however it was suggested
that the land belongs to the Hydro and they would not allow any extensions.

Environmental Projects — Clir Mrs Macrae has money to spend and is looking for viable projects in the area.

. Community council meetings -Stratherrick Hall - 7.30 p.m.
Local Highland 'I'ueld-ny 24th April, Tuesday 29th May, Tuesday 26th oy
Councillor: All Meetings are open. Minutes of each meeting can be seen in
Mrs Ella MacRae SEp——
01463 751 203 Tu 29th May.
Roads and Transport -
Mr Maclnnes - Highland
Planning Applications since las .
issue: Ms Catriona Spink and M: (-:OUIICII 3
Al Baker, Glenleraig Cottage, Nr Stratherrick Public Hall.
D beg, Lochinver - Dwellin
Hl:l::e, gPlﬂ::t 4,' T:m A’Mhoidg. 730[)111

Gorthleck, Inverness.



News From The East

The new sports field beside
Farr Hall will be completed this
summer and will provide an excel-
lent full-size shinty pitch and a foot-
ball pitch. There will be a grand
opening day but its format has yet
to be decided.

Look out for Highland Festi-
val performances in Farr Hall - to
be posted on notice boards nearer
the time.

An excellent Cape Breton
group called 'Slainte Mhath' will
be appearing at Farr Hall on 19th
July. They are an amazing group
of six traditional musicians involv-
ing fiddles, step dancers, etc. Fast
and furious stuff and definitely one
not to be missed.

On 11th August, Ivan
Drever and Duncan Chisholm from
Wolfstone, but who have also been
performing as a two some for some
years, will be at Farr Hall. Duncan
was there in September last year,
with Blazin' Fiddles, when the
venue was packed out to the front
door and only standing room was
available .

In November, the icon of all
traditional musicians, Andy Irvine,
will be at Farr Hall. Getting such a
big name is no mean achievement,
so this one gets plenty advance
warning. He will be there on 10th
November and tickets will need to
be purchased, or booked, well in ad-
vance.

All of the above concerts at
Farr Hall are promoted by ‘Farr Tra-
ditional Music Concerts' and any
profits made from these go to un-
derwrite the expenditure of
Stratherrick Feis. Winter sessions
of Stratherrick Feis came to an end
on Friday 20th April. Anyone is
welcome to the sessions and enjoy
tuition in fiddle, tin whistle, chanter,

step dance, gaelic song, keyboard,
guitar or beginner's gaelic. Whether
or not you have any ability in these
skills, is irrelevant.

On the last Saturday of every
month, at Farr Hall, there is a
Family Fun Night from 7-9pm.
Whole families come along
and, collectively, participate in
a variety of games and sports.
If you are fed up with the TV
or computer and want to have
some fun as a family, at negli-
gible cost, then come along.
Everyone welcome.

Help Wanted By The
BB

. A Fundraiser - to find
sponsor ship, encourage
local advertsing and expand
the trade directory.

. A Distribution coordinator -
to expand on a distribution
and subscription data base

. A Pagesetter - to take turns
pagesetting

. Photographic Genius - to
give technical help with
production of photos.

. Roving reporters, with an
inquisitive mind and a bit of
nerve! You don't necessarily
have to be able to write, just
follow up stories!

To discuss the BB's future or if you

can assist in any way please come

along to an informal meeting in

Stratherrick Hall at 8pm on:
Thursday 17th May

to meet those involved or give Jane

aring on (486 355).

If you value the Bulletin and want
it to continue please come along .

Photos At

At the recent Stratherrick Hall
AGM the photographs from the hall
opening of last autumn could be
seen. With over 50 photos it was a
grand display of local faces. After
the main business of the meeting
concern was voiced by chairman
Hugh Nicol regarding lack of hall
use. He said that there was a need
to highlight the facilities now
availiable in the hall and try to pro-
mote more private use as well as
clubs and meetings. The new com-
mittee met briefly to elect the
Chairman - Hugh Nicol; Secretary
- David Bradwell; Treasurer - Jill
Cooper. The evening proceeded
with plenty of wine, tea, coffee and
snacks. Contact for Hall:

Hugh - 486 350 or Dave - 486 377

Shinty Pitch Delayed
Duncan MacDonald, chairman of
the Boleskine Camanachd, told the
BB recently that, despite sending
off the application to Sport Scotland
in mid September, he has not heard
whether the application has been
successful. Duncan is hoping that
Sport Scotland along with the Lot-
tery Charities Board will be supply-
ing most of the funds for the new
Shinty pitch development in Foy-
ers. It had been hoped that the fund-
ing bodies would have processed
the application by now so that work
could begin in the early summer.



Lady Serena Bridgeman of
Dell

The death occurred on 15th
January 2001 of Lady Serena
Bridgeman of Dell Estate in her
London home at the age of 51 years.
Lady Serena had been ill for some
years. She survived a successful
operation but never fully recovered
her health afterwards.

Lady Serena was a familiar
figure in Whitebridge, more par-
ticularly after she inherited Dell
Estate on the death of her father the
Earl of Bradford, and was liked and
respected for her friendly and gre-
garious personality. She had been
in South Africa over Christmas and
New Year and was making plans for
her return to Dell in February.

A memorial service due to be
held in Croachy Church on 19th
April has been postponed in con-
sideration of concerns over the
spread of Foot and Mouth Disease
to the local area.

FROM
FOYERS TO
ZAMBIA

ark Craven, a fourth year stu

dent at the Royal Academy
is one of a small group from the
school setting off to Zambia in the
summer of 2002. Organised by the
World Team Challenge Organisa-
tion, the trip includes a 15 day trek
along the Zambezi River as well as
a week's community work in the
local schools.

Mark will be helping to re
decorate the schools as well as test-
ing his skills at teaching English.
The expedition, however needs to
raise £2,850 in the next 18 months.
Phone Mark on 498 698 if you
would like to help.

Foyers WRI

n early April members visited the

big Tesco Extra store on the A9
and were shown round behind the
scenes by section manager Yvonne
Fraser. We were given an insight
into various aspects concerning the
running of a large store including -
the organisation of the warehouse,
stock control, home shopping and
staff training programmes. We were
treated to refreshments in the staff
canteen and after question time and
a big thank you to Yvonne we en-
joyed a leisurely stroll around the
store for our last minute shopping
at 9.30pm - a very civilised time to
shop! N.B. Don't forget the Coffee
Morning/Sale of Work on Saturday
28th April beginning at 10.30am in
the Church Hall. The majority of
the proceeds raised will be going to
the Crossroads charity who ‘care for
carers’. - Lyn Cooper.

, Letter.......... (3

Munching Deer
Visitors to the Foyers Burial
Ground must wonder at the sight
of wire cages enclosing fresh
flowers at the graves. This is a
last resort to keep deer away, as
the deer fence round the grave-
yard is inadequate. It is distress-
ing to see wreaths completely
denuded of flowers only a day or
iwo after they have been laid on
the graves after funerals.
Elizabeth MacDougal - Foyers.

Christian Aid Week May
13th - 19th. Anyone who
would like to assist with the
House to House Collection
please contact Martyn
Bateman (Tel. 01463 486273)

Four Stratherrick youngsters scored highly at the recent Inverness Music Festi-
val. Sophie Chattington, Laurie Chattington, John Fraser and Laurence
Parrott (left to right) each received praise and encouragement from the adjudi

cator, Janis Kelly, and were presented with certificates of distinction. The chil-
dren are pictured with their tutor, Mrs Margaret Campbell, who gave gener-

ously (and patiently!) of her time and expertise.

(photo C. Chattington)



BOLESKINE BULLETIN SUPPLEMENT
Foyers School for the 21* Century

Extensive improvements to Foyers School
have been completed. A new canteen is
now in full operation. Removal of the old,
derelict classrooms and the post-war canteen
has made room for a spacious new tarmac
playground, newly fenced — and for gates to
improve the security of the school. We have
celebrated by obtaining new sports
equipment including a fine set of aluminium
goalposts and nets!

A Link with the Past...Foyers School in the 1930’s

A well known local personality, Mr Willie Batchen, is a regular visitor to the school. Here is a report
written by a pupil of Mr Batchen's reminiscences of school days in the 1930's.

There were 100 pupils and four classrooms. It was a Secondary school as well then. The lessons were;
arithmetic, drawing, spelling, geography, history, English, woodwork for the boys and cookery for the
girls. The senior pupils had French and Latin. Pupils wrote with a slate pencil on a slate until they were
senior, when they worked with nib-pens. Their punishments were either getting strapped on the wrist,
writing lines or staying school.

Everyone walked to school, even from three miles away. They all went home for lunch unless
they lived far away, when they would bring their own food and eat it outside, unless it was wet.
Sometimes they ate their food as they walked to school!

The toilets were in the bottom, right-hand corner of the green and were wooden. The present hall
was two classrooms. The old classrooms were used for woodwork and cookery.
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MY HOME IN THE HIGHLANDS

by

Mike Kirby, 2 Glenlia

My home in the Highlands overlooking the shores of Loch Ness

Is the place where I lay my head each night

Each day is full of the people I meet and of the life of nature on its journey
Every morning the Highlands magic touches my heart

For before my eyes the sun rises and spreads it light over this land of legend

and wonder

In the day the loch's mist rolls in and casts its dark shadows,

Then rolls on to let the sunlight in.

I sit on a hilltop above the loch, and feel the sweet breeze on my face, and in

my hair.
Stand at night in the cold air!

Look up , for the night skies are like jewels with each star sparkling so bright.
So this is my home full of love , and a welcome to all those who knock on the

door of my home in the Highlands.

ark your car in the lay-by by the telephone box

Buddy's Walk
at Inverfarigaig. Walk down the little road which

P leads to the pier. On the left-hand side is an old

well with a collapsed roof which used to be the main
water supply. Old MrMackintosh who lived in the
house above on the main road used to collect his two
pailfuls of water everyday on foot. Other more fortu-
nate residents had the water piped downhill to them.

The pier, which is now derelict provides beautiful view-
points over the loch and Meall Fuar-mhonaidh. It was
once busy with boats calling there, one being the pad-
dle steamer, the “'Gondolier’ which picked up passen-
gers and cargo for Inverness in the morning and brought
mail and newspapers and returning passengers in the
afternoon. The pier master was John Reid (Elizabeth
Howard’s grandfather) whose family also ran a shop
and post office in the building nearby. The daughters
(six of them) took turns every evening delivering (on
foot) mail and newspapers to Ballagan, the farm up at
the top of the road aptly named ‘The Corkscrew’. The
old shop is now owned by a religious Sect - ‘The
Aetherian Society’ which has its health shops and faith

T i - ;
T L e
~E s Vé'fz./& ¢

fo

healing premises in London. All nationalities appear
in each holiday season to sail on the loch from their
jetty.

The road progresses alongside the loch and passes lit-
tle coves where pleasure boats are moored - a peaceful
water side scene. This used to be the route of a little
railway carrying wood to boats at the pier from the
sawmill run by the British Aluminium Company which
was powered by water from the Farigaig river. No
trace of it remains - only the corrugated iron houses
(some of which have been modernised) which used to
house its workers .

To the right take the little path which zig-zags its way
to the top road (the school children use to go up to the
bus stop) and from there a short distance to your car.



The Lone Ranger's Talk

In March Katy Stirling, our Highland Council Ranger,
gave an interesting and colourful account of her work
in the area. She showed slides of some of the ani-
malsand people seen on a typical day and explained
how the Ranger Service will be expanding soon as
more funding is available for country side interpre-
tation. The talk, with tea and biscuits to follow, was
organised by Boleskine Environmental Network. The
next talk to be organised by the group will be............

MUCK AND MAGIC!

Wednesday 9th May, Stratherrick Hall, 7.30pm.

The Best Kept garden

competion is run by The Inverness Courier on
an Inverness wide basis. Send in your applica-
tion by the 25th May and finalists will be
selected from small, medium, and large garden
categories.
Dates will
then be set
for Council
Officers and
possibly a
celebrity -
ooohh!!! to visit. The awards will be given at
the floral show in August.

SWAN and WHAM and COMPOST hit the hall.

Want to find out more?

Then don't miss an illuminating and exciting discussion on compost mak-
ing by Strathspey's Waste Action Network and Highland
Action for Waste Minimisation on ...................

<o

F&M -
' Effects Local Forests

ccess restrictions have now been lifted in
AErchitc. Farigaig and Glenlia forests. How

ever the woods at Ballagan, Camus and
Knockie remain closed to the public as fields of live-
stock have to be crossed to access the forest. Forest
operations continue with strict disinfectant procedures
in place within sensitive areas. With the cooperation
of neighbouring land owners Forest Enterpise hope to
renew 6 km of stock fence along the Erchite and
Balnagarline boundary. Planting is underway at
Ballagan and Erchite, and native woodland restoration
is nearing completion at Inverfarigaig. All extractable
timber has been removed and felling to recyle will start
in June. Both felling to recycle and timber extraction
is ongoing as part of the process of restoring the oak
and birch woods at Knockie. A new circular walk has
been constructed along the shores of Loch Ness to the
ruins of the ‘Change House Inn’ and the new Foyers
walk leaflet is close to completion. This has been a
joint effort between FE, HC and local people.

Craft Corner ----
hris Moore, Hillhead Cottage, Inverfarigaig
‘ is a skilled textile artist who has trained ex
tensively in her craft and has recently taken a
teachers' training course at Aberdeen to enable her to
teach City and Guilds standard courses to adults. She
teaches short course to students at workshops in ma-
jor centres in Scotland - her most recent being the
making of silk paper in Aberdeen. Her work is so
admired that she has had commissions to make pic-
tures using machine embroidery, beading and felt
appliqué. She has sold textile pictures abroad; one at
an International Textile Exhibition in New Zealand
and others in the U.S.A.

Her favourite craft is paper making using all
types of materials. (Sometimes she melts substances
on her stove in the process, and husband Eddie hopes
it's not his dinner he smells cooking!) Her studio is a
converted stable adjoining her home where she teaches
mainly weekend courses in subjects as diverse as:-
machine embroidery, screen printing, embroidered
waistcoats, fabric sculpting, machine stampwork and
soluble fabrics. A leaftlet giving details of her sum-
mer workshops is available. Tel. 01456 486255 (All
abilities welcome - no experience necessary)






