Issue No. 30
Spring 2005

Andrew Fraser from Errogie and Donalda
McCuish from Inverness were married in
the Free Presbyterian Church, Inverness
on 1st October 2004.
Donalda chose as her Bridesmaids, her
friend Hannah Falkingham and the
Groom's niece, Roma MacRae. The Best
Man was the Groom's cousin, Alistair
Stoddart.
After the Wedding ceremony, a reception
was held at the Lochardil House Hotel
where, before sitting down to a lovely
meal, many photographs were taken in
the grounds in Autumn sunshine which
was a welcome contrast to the previous
day.
On return to their new home (built by
Andrew) in Errogie on the 15th October
after honeymooning in Mauritius, they
discovered that pranksters had been at
We wish Andrew and Donalda every happiness in their life together.

Local Fisherman Wins Prize
Under the catch and release scheme run by the Ness Fishery Board,
Ala MacGruer of Riverside, Foyers won a bottle of Tomatin Whisky and
the Orrock Shield for catching an 18 lb. salmon on the River Oich on
the opening day of the scheme this season.
Ala has always been a keen salmon fisherman and can often be seen
setting out from Foyers Bay to try his luck on the Loch in his wooden
boat which he built himself - a dying art - a skill he learned from his
Father who was a master joiner and Clerk of Works for the British
Aluminium Co. when it operated in Foyers.
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NHS
Out of Hours

Police Section
Bogus Workmen
I would like to remind all members of the community of the
need to remain vigilant when it comes to unscrupulous
workmen calling at houses in the area offering to carry out
work.
Historically, driveways and outside repairs are the
favourites, and nearly always carried out to a substandard level,
with inflated charges. I would ask members of the community,
if they think they have been subject to the above, to contact me
at Foyers Police House. Should there be any concerns about
people calling at your house offering to carry out work, please
let me know; these activities are usually targeted towards the
elderly and vulnerable.

Speeding
I know this is a subject which causes great concern to many
members of our community and rightly so. I would ask all
drivers using the roads to take great care when driving and to
check your vehicle's lighting , tyres and general roadworthiness.
As the roads begin to get busier, more patience is going to be
required to get to our destinations safely.

Neighbourhood Watch
I hope to be in a position to have full details of the area's
neighbourhood watch scheme for the next edition.

Any complaints about the Service
should be directed to the Chief
Executive of NHS Highland, Dr
Roger Gibbins, Assynt House,
Beechwood Park, Inverness, IV2
3HG or people can write to the
Suggestions,
Comments
and
Complaints Department, John
Dewar Building, Highlander Way,
Inverness, IV2 7GE.

Have you had any problems with the
N.H.S. hotline for Out of Hours
medical service?
Let's hear about it in the next
Boleskine Bulletin!

Foyers Falls
Illuminated
Attention was focused
on Foyers on the 29th
January as more than a
hundred people turned
out to see the Falls of
Foyers
illuminated.
The majority were very
impressed
although
some who stayed away
were
against
the
concept.
Tim
McCormack who owns
the Waterfall Cafe and
shop laid on free
refreshments and Craig
Duncan of Limelight Event Service of
Inverness and his helpers provided the
demonstration for free.

'Family Mediation
Highland'
Counsellor
Appointed
Tine Butterworth of Gorthleck has been
given the post of Counsellor with
Inverness based 'Family Mediation
Highland' to give confidential advice and
support for youngsters aged from four
to eighteen and their parents in the
Inverness area.
Funding has been
received from Children in Need, Tudor
Trust, North British Hotels Trust and

It is hoped that this type of event will bring
more attention to the South side of the
Loch.
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COMMUNITY COUNCIL
John Campbell (Chairman) Gorthleck 486 240
Tine Butter worth (Treasurer) Gorthleck 486 275
Ken Fraser Gorthleck 486 220
Helen Grainger Inverfarigaig 486 231
Eileen Martin Gorthleck 486 661

Fiona Kirkland (Secretary) Gorthleck 486 283
Angus Fraser Gorthleck 486 650
Lesley Macgregor Foyers 486 404
Andy MacPherson Torness 01463 751213
Martyn Bateman Whitebridge 486 273

Minute of Meeting 23 November 2004
Scottish Water - proposed sewerage systems Gorthleck - The existing tank behind the carpark is not big enough for current
use and outflow is only a 3x dilution into Loch Mhor. It is proposed to build a new larger tank and two reed beds with
capacity for 50 people, in the field before Ballochan for existing houses and the proposed amenity houses at Muirnich.
Overflow will be a 10x dilution. Many questions were raised: will it allow for expansion? will existing houses not on the
system be able to connect? why not design for future growth? why not make it bigger than required to meet today’s needs?
Scottish Water have been instructed by Scot. Exec on SEPA’s initiation, to design and build a system to replace an existing
scheme. Funding not avilable to make it bigger or specifically design for future expansion. May upgrade in future investment
periods. Suggested that loch access is made during construction. Mr Wilson (Project Manager) agreed to consider. A pipe will
run parallel to road, through field allocated for Amenity Area. Agreed to work closely with Scottish Water in spring when
both projects start.
Foyers - New scheme to have 4 septic tanks in Upper Foyers, 3 in Lower Foyers, connecting existing houses with provision for
some identified additional properties. Will run down to a treatment works on shore of Loch Ness, with outflow into the river
for better dispersion. Old tanks filled in and decommissioned. Problems of roadworks during tourist season was highlighted.
Mr Wilson agreed that traffic control would be required to lay flexible pipes and hoped to complete work in shortest time
possible. The school will not be connected - septic tank currently discharges flow across a public footpath. SEPA required to
flag up problem to SW and include in future funding. Mr Wilson suggested a meeting with locals to decide on best place to
store construction equipment. Letters to residents detailing proposals will be sent before work starts, including details of
who to contact with problems.
Correspondence Doctors Out Of Hours - from 1 December outwith the hours of 8am to 6pm Monday - Friday should either
call the practice number 486224 and call will be diverted to NHS 24 or call NHS 24 directly on 08454 242424. If very ill, best
to call 999 for ambulance. OOH medical care from Inverness will be at Raigmore Hospital (Ness Doc is there). Free taxi
service if require transport to/from Inverness. Christmas Parties – donation requests received from Loch Ness Nursery,
Foyers School, community children’s party. Agreed to give £50.00 each to schools, £100.00 for party in the hall.
Treasurer Ord. Acc: £461.89, project acc: £700.52. Cheque for £400 raised for Mr Houston for firework display. £150.00
deposited from Mr Houston/Community project.
Planning Mr A C Fraser - 6 bed, two-storey house with attached single-storey garage, utility and office area on land at rear of
Lynemhor Lodge, Gorthleck
Policing Recent speed checks in Gorthleck. Winter safety car checks being held in Fort Augustus. The one in Gorthleck very
poorly attended. PC Rimmer willing to do one this year, but would be happier if people call into the Police station for an
informal check. Neighbourhood watch meeting to be arranged for January.
Roads/Road Signs FE completed tree felling down Inverfarigaig Pass. Mr Sutherland got Mr Johnston to visit to view the
offending rock for himself and marked some for removal. HC roads replied: BT should re-instate verges, will monitor.
Aberchalder-Migovie - unadopted road so no funding; Foyers road drains - not maintained by HC; Trinloist and Loch Bran - no
funds for new passing places
Community Project £500.00 received from Knockie Trust. SNH sent further information as requested, awaiting decision.
Lease being considered by Linda Cameron.
Renewable Energy and Community Benefit 31 replies to questionnaire. 26 would like solar panels, 11 double glazing and 8
loft insulation. Need to recruit/engage members of the Trust. Consideration must be given to how, who and for how long etc.
Formal applications will be required.
General and Other Competent Business Fencing at Glenlia - Secretary to check with Mrs Macrae when fence will be
replaced. Secret Side of Loch Ness - CD produced by local schools on sale this week.
Forthcoming meetings (all Tues) - 25th January (Waterfall Café, Foyers), 22nd February (Stratherrick Hall, Gorthleck), 22nd
March (W Café), 26th April (SH), 24th May (W Café), 21 June (SH)
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Minute of Meeting 14th December 2004
Mr M Sutherland - SCF Loch Ness Marathon Apologies for not coming to earlier meeting. This was the third marathon
organised as a fundraising opportunity, with funds distributed to Scottish Community groups. Thanks to the Church and local
community for co-operation. Toilets Mr Campbell agreed marathon does a great job, but the start was a concern to
community. Mr Sutherland appalled to hear of anti-social behaviour. Runners were bussed to the start and held in a
cordoned secure area. There were 32 porta-loos by cattle grid, centre point of area. Suggestion of buses with toilets had
been considered - c.half of 19 coaches this year had toilets - will aim for 100% for 2005. Toilets to be placed strategically up
road, rather than in one area. Purchasing better units (each for 4 people). Marshalling 2004: 10 volunteers asked for
feedback on how improvements can be made. Will be more marshals in 2005. Mr G Ambrose (runner) praised 2004 marshals,
given the numbers they were dealing with. Ms Mackie - Scottish Community Foundation very committed to finding solutions
to problems and do not wish to antagonise locals whilst raising funds, stating that being a ‘professional’ marshal not
necessarily means being paid. Volunteers can be very effective/ professional. Mr Reid questioned if participants were told of
arrangements. Runners were given Events Magazine which emphasized need for respect and toilet arrangements. Mr G Bain
suggested runners could be dropped off in field with the toilets and, when ready, could move to the start line. There were
strong feelings that if people were caught urinating, they should be reported/stopped from running subsequent marathons.
Mrs MacDonald finds Mr Sutherland excellent to work with. Hospice has received £25,000 from charity.
Mrs Grainger flagged up the need for toilets along the route also. Mr Campbell hoped that all would go well next year.
Correspondence Mrs Arrowsmith - BB the deadline should have said 15th February.
Elaine Minshull, Fort Augustus CC - request for meeting to discuss Community benefit from Glendoe. Arranged for 18th
January at Gorthleck. Ms C Burke - thanks for donation for Christmas party
Treasurer Ord. Acc: £211.89, project acc: £1200.52. Cheques issued: £50.00 each to Loch Ness Nursery, Stratherrick, &
Foyers schools, £100.00 for Christmas party. Thanks from Mrs J Bryant, Stratherrick school. £500.00 was received from
Knockie Trust.
Roads and Road Signs Inverfarigaig Pass closed for tree cutting, although it was felt that more trees need to be removed. Ceo
Glais - the need for white lines was raised again. Mrs Macrae will follow up. The unofficial lay-by outside County Cottages,
Gorthleck, is churned up and needs attention.
Water and Sewerage Scottish Water - new sewerage treatment works. (Mrs E Macrae vacated room) CC received a letter
giving opportunity to object to the scheme and details of compensation. Felt that if land was re-instated to satisfactory state,
there would be no grounds for compensation on proposed amenity area. Agreed need for close communication from start.
Mr Bradwell had raised concerns about positioning of the works, close to the road and houses. CC agreed much better placed
at other end of field.
Community Project Lease not agreed yet. SNH require plans for bird hide/shelter.
Renewable Energy and Community Benefit Mr Owen - Highland Opportunities Ltd Update - Innogy - Mr Gareth Penhale
offered to pay lump sum up front, owing to small scale of scheme (annual payment may be taxable, Munro & Noble
negotiating with Inland Revenue now). Construction at Garrogie is well on and the sum will be payable at commissioning.
Glendoe - talks with SSE have suggested they only wish to fund energy-efficiency schemes. Being argued that benefit should
cover wider range of schemes. Mr Owen negotiating for an amount based on other agreed scheme payments and is looking
for annual payments for duration of scheme. An objection has been lodged with European Commission related to
environmental impact, therefore delay in planning being granted. All detailed planning will be passed to community for
consultation. Mr Donald Matheson - accountant will be contacted to help community set up bank accounts etc. Mr A
Sutherland stressed that there should be arrangements made to elect Trustees/ award panel and the community should be
kept informed. Mrs Macrae met with David Sedgwick (Director SSE) and asked for more communication.
General and Other Competent Business Trees outside Loch Mhor Cottages require trimming. Mrs Macrae to follow up.

Minute Of Meeting 25th January 2005
Glendoe Hydro Scheme, Addendum to Environmental Statement Mr M Seaton (Project Manager) summarized addendum
and clarified changes. Main alterations are that the Killin road will not be used for access during construction, a temporary
link will be formed from the reservoir, although existing tracks will also be upgraded. Power station will be constructed in a
cavern, access from forest plantation at Glendoe. Planning consent has been delayed, the consultation period is until March.
Full copies of addendum available from Foyers Stores. Community benefit - proposal been sent to Mr D Owen, HOL
comprising 3 elements; 1) fixed annual payment, 2) variable proportion - dependant on performance, 3) community energy
efficiency fund. Mr Bateman stated many people feel an energy voucher system would be a good/fair way to disperse funds.
Correspondence Criminal Justice Service - 27th Jan 2005, Community reparation orders consultation Chief Executive,
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(Continued from page 4)

Highland Council -Hydro pipes in
Foyers -unsuccessfully found
advice within Council, but sent
to Health and Safety Executive,
We regret to announce the deaths of the following and send our sincere
although unlikely to be within
sympathy to family and friends:
their remit. Felt a matter for Mr
Munro to pursue/SSE if still has
Marie Mackintosh who until a few years ago lived with her brother William at
concerns.
Newlands, Errogie died suddenly at their home in Inverness. She is buried in
Mrs Macrae said SSE are carrying
Boleskine Cemetery.
out regular inspections to ensure
the pipes are fit for the purpose
John Rae of Glenlia died suddenly at his home over Christmas. His many
and have suggested an
friends and acquaintances from the village attended his funeral at Inverness
alternative route for new
Crematorium.
sewerage pipes. Stratherrick Feis
**********
- agreed to donate £50.00 for
We continue to send our good wishes to Joe Chisholm in Raigmore Hospital.
this season.
He is making good progress following his stroke.
Treasurer Ord. Acc: £211.89,
project acc: £1200.52
We send our best wishes to Miss Kilby of Glenlia who is now home after a spell
Planning Outline planning
in Raigmore hospital. She has asked us to thank all those who have sent cards
permission sought for 1 house at
or gifts and generally cared for her.
west side of South Muirnich
Many congratulations to Andrew & Donalda Fraser on their recent marriage
Farm, Gorthleck.
which is reported on elsewhere.
Policing Neighbourhood watch
scheme - meeting arranged for 8
Congratulations to Laurie Chattington, Torness on winning the solo singing in his
February to resurrect scheme,
age group at the Inverness Music Festival, with “Walking in the Air” and “the
Mr JW Campbell, Mr D Allen and
Skye Boat Song”.
Mr T McCormack to attend.
Roads and Road Signs Storms A warm welcome to all newcomers to the area.
many trees were brought down,
especially along Lower Foyers
road. HC checking all areas now
to assess damage. White lines at Ceo Glais - ongoing. Pot holes - Leadclune road (and
mud); near Drummond,
Whitebridge; corner of Lower Foyers road. Verges along Killen road washed away and there is a lot of water lying outside Mr
and Mrs Mitchell‘s, Gorthleck. Gritting- felt that roads were in a poor condition during the recent snow falls. Foyers school
had to be shut owing to icy road. * Mr Fraser informed the CC that the school had to notify the contractor of the need for
the hill to be gritted which may mean that it is treated after school starting time. Refuse not collected from side roads for 2
weeks owing to storms and road conditions. Mrs Macrae said that if there are any future similar situations, she should be
contacted at the time to alert relevant bodies.
Community Project Ongoing. Mrs Macrae may be able to allocate some funds this and next year.
Renewable Energy and Community Benefit A letter was received from Mr Owen, HOL, regarding CB negotiations. Meeting
with Fort Augustus CC rescheduled, date to be arranged. SSE will not allow extra water for Falls of Foyers. Mr McCormack
raised idea of pumping water back up.
General and Other Competent Business Fishing Club - letter received from Mr W Robertson questioning fishing rights on
Loch Mhor. Follow up at next meeting. Hydro station - board room may become available for public use again. Mrs Macrae
will follow up. Falls of Foyers - the falls will be lit on Saturday 29th January to demonstrate the possibilities and to gain
feedback on the community’s thoughts.

Out and About

* Addendum: 1. There is an arrangement between Education and TEC services to grit the road when 'B' class routes are being
gritted in the morning, but not in the evening pre-grit conditions. 2. However 'B' class routes on which there are bus
routes,e.g. Whitebridge to Brin and Foyers to Dores have priority over other routes and in times of snow require to be bladed
both ways and gritted. This means that Foyers school may not be treated until after 8am or later. 3. Education does not
want Foyers school treated on Saturdays, Sundays or holidays. This means that if there is snow over a weekend there is more
difficulty dealing with the conditions on school days. 4. Thursday 20th January - day
that Foyers shcool was closed. There was no gritting of roads as instructed by HC
Highland Councillor
TEC services.
Mrs Ella Macrae
01463 751 203
ella.macrame@highland.gov.uk
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Rescue of Harry
I should like, through the Bulletin, to express my thanks to a
number of people who offered their support in what was a
traumatic incident during a supposedly peaceful holiday in
Errogie with my 3 year old Boxer, Harry.
On Sunday, 6th February, I drove to Foyers for a newspaper
and on the way back stumbled upon the Corkscrew at
Inverfarigaig which seemed an ideal place to walk the dog.
When I reached the top, I realised that Harry was not with
me and so spent the rest of the day searching the area but
to no avail. I thought after my search that it was possible
he could have slipped over the edge down to the Farigaig
but trying to be positive, I also thought he would have been
very unlucky to do that. As darkness fell I had to abandon
the search and that in itself was a traumatic decision.
In desperation, I 'phoned Sandy Maclure, the owner of
Newlands, for some ideas and he immediately offered to
search with me. On the Monday we set off and during that
day, covered as much of the area as was safely possible but
alas to no avail.
After dropping Sandy off at home, I
returned to the Corkscrew by now feeling more convinced
that Harry had fallen down to the river into an area that we
couldn't possibly cover during our search. Whilst there I
spotted Sandy with his dogs searching from the opposite
riverbank.
Sandy offered to help me again on Tuesday and this time
we decided to extend Sandy's previous day's search of the
opposite bank of the river. After some arduous walking up
the riverbank, we eventually reached the point opposite to
where Harry went missing. Almost at the point of giving
up, I spotted Harry on a ledge that jutted into the river at
that level. I decided, rightly or wrongly, to cross the river
to be with Harry and check that he was alright. I felt that if
I had left to go back down the river, he may have been
tempted to cross the river himself which I don't think he
could have done successfully. I managed to cross safely
getting slightly wet in the process and realised that it would
be too dangerous to recross with Harry and that he would
be unable to climb the bank even with my help. Again I felt
that I could not leave him although I could probably have
made it up the bank.
At this point, Sandy took my mobile 'phone up the hill on his
side of the riverbank and summoned help. Shortly after,
the Police arrived followed by the Coastguard who 'plucked
Harry and myself to safety. Although slightly wet and a
little bit cold, we were both alright with no injuries to
report.
Although some may say it was stupid to put yourself in a
position where you need to be rescued by others, and as a

firefighter I can
understand that
sentiment, the
dog
lovers
amongst
you
may
well
understand that
after two and a
half
days
searching
for
Harry, there was no way I was going to leave him once
found.
When I arrived at Newlands, I knew nobody in the area but
the support and understanding of the local people and the
authorities has been overwhelming and something I shall
never forget.
And so to thank-yous. I apologise for names or lack of
them, but in a close-knit community such as yours I'm sure
you will know who you are. Firstly to the couple out
walking at the Corkscrew on Sunday afternoon and who
both took time to help me search for Harry. PC John
Rimmer at Foyers who was very helpful and supportive.
Rosemary at Inverfarigaig for her kind words and support.
Ana & Peter who are neighbours to Newlands and having
suffered their own tragedy with their dogs recently, offered
words of comfort and support which were very welcome.
Tim at Foyers Stores and a number of people who are local
to the area around the Corkscrew who offered to keep their
eyes open on their daily dogwalking.
The Coastguard were brilliant. They are all volunteers who
do their job professionally and with dedication. To them
we were just another job; if you ever need their help you
may appreciate the job they do. If you never need their
help, appreciate them anyway.
And finally to Sandy Maclure. Without this man's help, I
don't think I would have found Harry. He trusted my
instincts even when I was beginning to doubt them. Having
Sandy with me allowed us to search areas I would never
have tried alone. I'm sure he has the bumps and bruises to
prove this - I know I have. I felt I imposed on Sandy and
asked more of him than I should have but he never
complained and because of this, I'm sure Harry owes his life
to Sandy in no small way.
In spite of what happened or maybe because of it, I feel
that I have an affiliation with the people in the area and the
area help - it's certainly not put me off coming back again.
Once again, a big thank you to the people within the area
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The MacKay Family
Sheila Sinclair writes to tell us of her connections with
the area:
"In 1916 my grandfather, Ewan/Evan MacKay and his
wife Eliza Bella and their children (including Hugh, my
father) came to live at Bunchrubin, Torness, my
grandfather being farm manager (his mother was a
McDonald from Muirnich). The children all attended
Bunchrubin school and I have books they won as prizes
there, signed by Margaret Gow (later Mrs Johnstone)
their teacher.
The enclosed photograph taken about 1920/1922
when my father was about fourteen, is of the family
outside the house called Bochruben (although
according to the death certificate of my grandfather, it

is Bunchrubin Farm). They left Stratherrick after nine
and a half years there. Mary had died the day after
her fourteenth birthday from an accident on her bike in
which she ruptured her spleen.
A deputation representing friends and neighbours and
led by Mr John Fraser, Dunchea, presented them with
farewell gifts wishing them long life and happiness in
their new home in Ross-shire. Unfortunately this was
not to be, as my father, his brother and his sister all
contracted T.B. from the house cow and they died aged
31, 21 and 27”.

Should anyone wish to contact Sheila, her email
address is sheilasinclair1@btopenworld.com

Ewan MacKay, Mary, Hugh (Sheila Sinclair's father), Eliza Bella MacKay,
James, Christina, Hugh Robertson (Eliza Bella's father)
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The Stratherrick & Foyers
Parent & Toddler Group

Christian Comment
"I HOPE all will go well for you". This is a phrase we may
have heard in connection with a proposed new job - or a
journey - or a relationship - or a visit to the hospital - or.......
Quite naturally we use the word HOPE, but is there any basis
for such an expression?
It has been heartwarming to see the generous response to
the appeal for funds to assist the victims of the Tsunami tidal
wave around the Indian Ocean; so many people wanting to
help and to bring HOPE to those who have to rebuild their
lives. In that whole area, as in nearly every part of the
World, there are Christian people with at least part of the
Bible in the local language, which contains a message of
HOPE. God knows the situation we are in; He has shown his
love to us in Jesus Christ; He has given to us his Holy Spirit to
inspire and strengthen us; He motivates people to care for
one another.

The Group would like to thank the community for their
generous contributions to the Christmas Hamper which
raised £151. The photograph shows Margie Bond
(Chairperson) and Emma McCallum (Secretary) reading
the winning ticket which belonged to Duncan
Cameron.
Special thanks to Tim & Aggi at Foyers Stores for
hosting the hamper.

There is also the demonstration in the Risen Jesus of life after
death that we remember at Easter. There is the HOPE of
Heaven for those who trust in Jesus as the very familiar Bible
verse (John 3 v16) states: "God so loved the World that He
gave his only Son, that whosoever believes in him, should not
perish, but have everlasting life." As Christians, we have
every good reason to hope for the future. We shall have
opportunity to celebrate this on Easter Day, March 27th, and
there will be a united Community Easter Praise in the
Stratherrick Hall at 3.30 pm with well-known hymns and
readings.

CHURCH MEETINGS
Church of Scotland
Sunday: 10 am Boleskine, 11-30 am Dores.
Rev. J. Buchan 01463 713114.
Episcopal Church
Sunday: 11 am Croachy.
Rev. Peter Mosley 01805 521397.

Senior Citizens
Christmas Lunches
Mr George MacRae, Torness, writes to thank everyone
for the wonderful lunch that was presented to the
Senior Citizens on 17th December 2004 by the staff at
Craigdarroch Hotel. He also thanks Mrs Rose Fortune
and her dedicated team of helpers.
A similar lunch was held on Wednesday, 26th January
2005 for those from Foyers and Inverfarigaig which also
was much enjoyed by all. Many thanks to the
Craigdarroch staff and the W.R.V.S. ladies who made it
such a pleasureable event.

Free Church
Sunday: 12 noon Farr, 6 pm Errogie.
Mr. J. Campbell 01456 486240
Free Church (continuing)
Sunday: 10-30 am & 4-15 pm Dores. Wednesday: 7-30 pm.
Mr. D. Fraser 01456 486408.
Free Presbyterian Church
Sunday: 12 noon Farr, every 2nd Sunday: 7 pm Gorthleck.
Mr. E. Fraser 01456 486282.
Roman Catholic Church
Sunday: 12 noon Whitebridge.
Rev. P. Bonnici 01320 366451.
Inter-Denominational Bible Study
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South Loch Ness Heritage
Group

Letters
My name is Robert Mullen and I own the site behind the
waterfall car park. I propose to level the land to
accommodate my house which would include removing
the trees bordering the car park and building a retaining
wall which will be around 2 metres high in places. The
wall will be faced in stone to complement the wall
opposite.
My proposal is to encourage local people to have
'plaques' embedded in the wall either engraved in stone
or in brass to commemorate local or personal events.
I know of two couples who were engaged to be married
at the waterfall who will be accepting my invitation. If
you would like anything 'in stone', you can write to me at
the above address or email to robertmullen@mail.com
Robert Mullen, Baldragon, Lochness, IV2 6XU
I would like to thank Roy and Vicki Parker and all who
contributed towards the lovely floral arrangement I
received at the Stratherrick Senior Citizens Dinner in the
Craigdarroch Hotel, also for the cheque for £142 that I
donated to the Red Cross for the Tsunami Disaster
Fund.
May God bless and keep you all.
Rose Fortune

Circular Route for Walkers and Horse
Riders
Apart from Foyers and Inverfarigaig, the local area is
poorly served by way-marked routes for walkers and safe
off-road riding for horse riders.
Our group is in the very early stages of devising a
circular route of around 50 miles for walkers and riders.
Hopefully this will consist of a main loop with spurs or
shorter circuits connecting to local communities.
The emphasis on circular routes rather than an A to B
one like the Great Glen Way is to try and provide an
amenity for people staying in the area as well as for
those living here. However, there is no reason why both
types of route should not co-exist in the locality if there is
the demand.
We would welcome any input at this stage, especially
help with possible routes or with approaching
landowners. We realise that some routes are
particularly sensitive, either because of the habitat or the
terrain itself. We shall take these factors into account
when route planning.
Please contact Candy Cameron on 01463 751251
or email candy@lochnessriding.co.uk

“Lessons by Loch Ness”
The Group held another successful meeting in Dores Hall
on February 15th. The speaker was Anne Fraser who
works in the genealogy department of the Highland
Council, and lives in Scaniport. The title of the talk was
“Lessons by Loch Ness – 18th and 19th century schools
from Whitebridge to Scaniport”, a topic which Anne is
very well qualified to speak about because she has been
compiling a book on the subject for several years.
Schools are a unique aspect of Heritage, in that they
both represent the societies in which they exist and help
to shape that society.
Anne gave a fascinating
description of the rise and fall of the many schools which
have existed in the area. The audience included many
past pupils, as well as several past and present teachers.
At one point three generations of the Fraser family were
recounting memories of Aldourie School.
At the end of the meeting, the audience were able to
view a selection of photographs, log books and
attendance records kindly provided by the Archive
Department and Anne herself. The SLNTG, and, I am
sure, the entire audience, are very grateful for the time
and effort which so obviously went into this talk and
display.

Next Meeting
This will be on Wednesday May 4th, almost certainly in
the Hall at Gorthleck . This will be an opportunity for
general discussion, with no main speaker.
It is
appreciated that there has been little time for this,
because the speakers have needed most of the time
available at public meetings. We are hoping for a good
attendance and that people will: Comment on the activity of the Group up until now –
that is to say, are we doing what you want?
Give some suggestions about topics for future speakers
Help us plan the future direction for the Group.
Suggest topics which individuals might like to research
for themselves – we might be able to help!
Bring along their memories, artefacts or photographs of
any subject connected to “heritage”. (Come on people –
we know you’ve got them! We can enhance, enlarge,
make copies for you – you would be surprised how
interesting your “snaps” can be to other people).
This is an important meeting – it will dictate the
immediate future of the Group. Although we have a
small executive committee we want you to decide how
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Family Christmas Carol Service

Stratherrick Hall was filled to capacity for the family carol
service held on Sunday, 12th December. In a change from
previous years the service took the form of nine lessons and
carols, with a group of pupils from Stratherrick Primary
School providing two of the items - “Away in a Manger” and
“Father Christmas & Uncle Holly”. The children sang very
nicely and the congregation was in good voice on this
special occasion. I think we all experienced something of
the true spirit of Christmas time, both during the service

and while having tea and mince pies afterwards.
Thanks are due to everyone who helped with decorating
the hall, the music and readings, the lighting , catering and
not least, tidying up afterwards!
The retiring offering was in aid of the Highland Hospice and
the considerable sum of over £170 was raised for this good
cause.
Thanks again to everyone!
Eddie Moore

Stratherrick & Foyers Christmas Party
After an absence of many years, a
Christmas Party was held on Sunday
18th December 2004, in an
attractively decorated Stratherrick
Public Hall.
An invitation was given to all children,
babies to Primary 7, and 73 children
attended, accompanied by parents.
After some party games, children sat
at tables laden with sandwiches,

cakes, drinks and crackers.
There
were two sittings, one for pre-school
and one for school age. Mince pies,
tea and coffee were served to adults.
Music, microphones and lighting were
kindly provided by Graham and Calum
Martin, who also acted admirably as
M.Cs.
Santa, who was sitting in a beautifully
decorated grotto, gave a present to
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each child. The organisation, catering
and purchase of all necessary items
was undertaken by a small group of
volunteers, who gave of their time
willingly, to make the day enjoyable.
The organising committee is most
grateful for the generous donations
given by The Knockie Trust, Stratus
Fireworks, Whitebridge Hotel and
Stratherrick & Foyers Community

Memories of Stronlairg
Veronica Maclean (Lady Maclean, widow of Sir Fitzroy
Maclean and daughter of the 16th Lord Lovat) who was born
and brought up in the then family seat, Beaufort Castle, has
died aged 84.
The Lovat Frasers owned Stronlairg near Loch Killin during
her childhood and when her mother broke her hip, the
family moved there to spend a whole summer.
In her autobiography 'Past Forgetting', she tells of that
summer and memories of the MacFarlane family. Archie
and his wife were the maternal grandparents of Donald
Forbes of Foyers Mains.
"Stronlairg (or Stronlarig) was our favourite shooting lodge.
It stood at the top of Stratherrick where ten miles of a single
track glen road ran out and the hills began. It wasn't only
the lodge or the wilderness or the sport which we
loved.......but the MacFarlane family who lived there and
were our friends.
As a Sergeant in the Lovat Scouts in the First World War,
Archie MacFarlane had won the Military Medal for supreme
courage and had been decorated on the field - a rare
distinction even for a Highland soldier. After the war my
father had made him head stalker at Stronlairg. He revelled
in his work and became one of the best stalkers in all
Scotland (and also one of the most feared). Archie was

known for his stern discipline and rich vocabulary. If ever
there was a happy man whose job was his hobby, it was
Archie and one could say the same of Mrs MacFarlane
although her hobby was having babies.......ten fine curlyheaded bairns.......William, Mary, Archibald, Clarissa,
Georgina, Robina, Elizabeth (Donald Forbes' mother).......Mrs
Mac was always on her feet again by the Glorious Twelfth
ready to provide perfect packed lunches or those
tremendous stalking teas for which she was famous.
In those days, our County Educational Authorities favoured a
'pupil teacher' system for remote glens where there were
too few children to justify the building of a school. The
'pupil teachers' or students in their last year of training
would lodge in one of the parent's houses and teach in an
extra schoolroom that would be built onto it.
A Miss McArthur had recently come to lodge with the
MacFarlanes.......I had the good fortune to be taught by her
in their little schoolroom. There were nine of us; four
MacFarlanes, me and two pairs of shepherd's children from
further down the glen."
After school the children would play down at the river and
not long after the Lovat family returned to Beaufort, a letter
arrived from the MacFarlanes telling them that Georgina had
fallen, struck her head on a rock and drowned while playing

Loch Ness Marathon

Baxters Loch Ness Marathon has been voted 2nd. best UK event in Runners World magazine with the Baxters River Ness 10K
voted 6th. In the poll, 98% said they would take part in the Loch Ness Marathon again.
Entry for the 2005 Loch Ness Marathon & Festival of Running is now open and online at www.lochnessmarathon.com or call
0870 127 8000. This year's Festival takes place on Sunday, 2nd October.
Following the success of last year's marathon ballot, organisers are again holding a ballot system whereby non-charity
runners have until 1st May to apply. After this date only places booked via one of the Marathon's nominated or associated
charities will be available.
The inaugural Baxters River Ness 10K proved so popular last year that organisers are encouraging early entry to avoid
disappointment.
Runners can choose one of six nominated charities - Highland Hospice, Leonard Cheshire, Maggie's Cancer Care Centres,
Marie Curie Cancer Care, MS Society Scotland and the Scottish Community Foundation - or choose from over 30 associated
national and Scottish charities.
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SHINTY
In season 2004 Shinty changed its traditional playing season
for a two year trial, from over the winter months to now
play during the summer months, commencing in March.
Boleskine adult team, following promotion to the North
Division 2, consolidated their position by finishing fourth in
the table and with a bit of luck could have been higher.
Following our success in reaching the final of the Scottish
junior championship last season, the Cups results were
disappointing, going out in the first round of both available
Cups. One satisfying aspect of the latter part of the season,
was the introduction of some of the older players from the
U14 team into the adult team, which reflects the success of
our youth training programme over the last few years.
On 12 February, Boleskine U14 completed their North
Division 2 league programme when they played Lochaber at
Smith Park in the final game. Requiring to win the game to
secure the championship outright from their nearest
challengers Kinlochshiel, they defeated Lochaber by five
goals to one to lift the trophy. The U14 had a recorded eight
wins, two draws and only one defeat throughout the league
competition to lift the trophy. The U14 trophy was
presented to the Boleskine captain Brett Munro by
Camanachd Association Chief Douglas Macintosh, and
League winner’s medals to the team
It was a great end to a tremendous season for the U14 team,
whose achievements surpassed all expectations at the onset
of the season eleven months ago. Their endeavour and
commitment shone through over the league programme and
they fully deserved the title and the experience they have
gained from being a raw team at the start of the season has
shone through and shows in their play. Congratulations to
the U14 coach Rod Munro for his hard work over the season
to mould the players into a successful unit and to the
coaches who trained them in the U12’s: Steve Munro,
Alister Chisholm, Peter Macdonald & Joey Smith. It’s great
to see all the efforts put in over the years paying off, this is
the first silverware a Boleskine Juvenile team have won since
the 1962 Strathdearn six a side win. A big thank you to all
the parents for their help and assistance over the seasons,
the club greatly appreciates the support we get from you all.
The new season commences on 5th March, any update on
fixtures will be posted on the Fixtures & Results page of the
Boleskine web site:
http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/shinty/index.htm

Boleskine Season 2005
Adult Fixture list
Games will be at 2:30 pm unless specified.
DATE

Adult North League Div 2

5 MARCH

NEWTONMORE v BOLESKINE

12 MARCH

BOLESKINE v FT WILLIAM

19 MARCH

LOCHCARRON v BOLESKINE

26 MARCH

SKYE CAM v BOLESKINE

2 APRIL

BOLESKINE v KINCRAIG

9 APRIL

ABERDEEN UNI v BOLESKINE

16 APRIL

BOLESKINE v LOVAT

23 APRIL

INVERNESS v BOLESKINE (Strath)

7 MAY

BOLESKINE v NEWTONMORE

14 MAY

LOCHA/FW/LOV v BOL/INV (Strath)

21 MAY

KILMALLIE v BOLESKINE (Suth)

28 MAY

FT WILLIAM v BOLESKINE

11 JUNE

BOLESKINE v LOCHCARRON

18 JUNE

KIL/BOL v LOCHC/BEA (Suth)

30 JULY

BOLESKINE v SKYE CAM

6 AUG

KINCRAIG v BOLESKINE

3 SEPT

BOLESKINE v ABERDEEN UNI

10 SEPT

LOVAT v BOLESKINE

The U14 games will be on Monday & Tuesday nights starting
April. No Fixtures to hand yet.

Page
page12
17

Page
page 13
18

page 19

Page
page15
20

Page
page16
21

Page
page 17
22

page 18
23
Page

